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EGYPT 


TOP-LEVEL SYMPOSIUM DISCUSSES NATION'S RELATIONS WITH OTHER ARABS 
Cairo AL-AMRAM in Arabic 21, 22, 23, 26, 25 Apr 80 


/article: “AL AMRAM Ralees the lesue of the Day in @ Broad Symposium: 
Eaypt and the New Arab Situation"/ 


/2. Ape 80 p 6/ 


‘Text’ if today, for the firet time in their history, the Egyptian people 
are discussing the future of relations with their Arab nation, after all 
they have long suffered and borne in terme of the positions and ailegations 
made by rulers of the Arab rejection states--which strike each Eeyptian 
with a deep wound in the heart, as they try to impugn Egypt's arabhood, 

the sacrifices of Egypt's people and everything the “Egyptian experiment” 
has achieved in the way of political, economic and social liberation for 
ite Areb brothers--if all the Egyptian people are sow today facing the 
pressing question: 


“What must Egypt's position be in the face of these rejectionist Arab 
rulers?” 


Then it is not acceptable or conceivable thet alienation or estrangement 
be one of the options presented for discussion. That is what some people 
possessing perverse political intentions intend to repeat now: a belief on 
their part that Egypt seems eager to wash its hands for once and for ail 
of ite relations with the Arab nation, which says that it esteems Egypc. 


However, when it is asserted that this sort of ‘alienat.on and estrange 
ment’ is an option to be rejected, those who adhere to the arguments re 
jected produce an eutomatic question to this conclusion, which they clothe 
in the gard of logic by saying: 


Why then should che Arab dispute now be treated in a grave manner whict 
places the Egyptian people in confrontation with their brethren the Arab 
peoples’ Hasn't the history of Egyptian-Arab relations witnessed many 
crises and vicissitudes before, only to have concord restored, in a climate 
of warmth and purity’ What is new in the relations today that bas prompred 
mention of the issue on the popular level’ 











Kegardiese of Chelle objectives, those who raise the question must be ignor- 
ing the main fact whieh etende before them, which ia that those who have 
created the diepute with Egypt and have continued escalating it have trans 
cended ali the traditional forme of disputes with governments thie time 
and have not shrunk from bluntly declaring their effort to make the Egyp- 
tian people go huoagry. Therefore it te essential that the option for the 
future come (rom the Egyptian people. Moreover, the leaders in Egypt have 
proceeded in conformity with a etyle which ie distinguished by a government 
based on consultation with the people on major issues, and there is no is- 
sue greater or moce serious than the future of Egyptian-Arab relations. 


The Working Paper presented to the people specifies a number of new pheno- 
mena which are manifesting che surface aspect of Arab disputes this time: 


Firat, the rejectioniet rulers in Arab countries have tried to shift the 
dispute from the Arab context to the Islamic one, tien to the African one, 
then to the noneligned one, and finally to the international one. 


Second, these rulere’ attempts have caused them to fall into the clutches 

of non-Arabe who have no objective but to weaken the /rab world as a whole 
in order to facilitate atcempts to dominate it and use to serve goals re- 

mote trom ite true interests. 


Third, toe Arad position on the peace initiative has broadened the gap be- 
tween Che Arab peoples and the rejecttonist leaders in the Arab world, 
since the Arab peoples believe in peace and welcome the Egyptian initia- 
tive. 


Fourt!, the attempt to isolate Egypt from the Arab world--or, more proper: 
ly, to isolate the Arab world from Egypt--has resulted in the consequence 
‘hat coe Arab nation has become alienated from its natural center of leader- 
eeip and has become faced with positions in which disputes and querrels 
among its countries have become intensified, and dissension and instabii 

.t, within Che countries have increased--indeed, have extended to the whole 
regzion. 


sould that alter all thie they had reised one alternative to the use of 
orcee agelost Egypt! However, they satisfied themselves with imagining 
that it wae possibile to create a rift among brothers. 


S.nce this will not happen for “alienation and estrangement" is an option 
woich is oot at issue, indeed is rejected--the Working Paper hes placed 
toree options, which are not rigid, before every Egyptian so that he may 
draw from it, edd to it or modify it: watching and waiting; the adaption 
of slogans, or a continuation of the initiative and appeal to the peoples. 


In order to help arrive at a sound ‘popular option” which will define the 
form and sudsetance of future relations between Egypt and the Arab world 
a the final third of the 20th century, AL-AkhaAM held a symposium for a 











broad dialogue and discussion of the Working Paper President a1-Sadat pre 
sented, and the facts and options it contains, Participating in the dia- 
logue vere people possessing knowledge, culture and 4 past rich in Arab 
accivity, Perhaps Che most important thing to which they drew attention 
wae (hat they were contributing their ideas and opinions to deepening the 
vroad popular dialogue which te going on in various areas of Egypt but 
that they did not imagine Chat they were presenting anything which could 
result in easily reached options, 


in AL AHRAM's meeting with the parties to the dialogue, in the first part 
of (te eympostum on the future of Egyptian-Arab relations, it was deemed 
logical that AL-AHRAM should first take stock of the facts of the current 
Arab situation which required that Egypt today raise the form which future 
Arab relations might take in the broadest open discussion on the popular 
level. 


AL-AlXAM: We are meeting in the context of the democracy of Egyptian life, 
which has opened che doors of freedom to every person holding an opinion, 
even a dissident opinion. While most, indeed all, Arab regimes are de- 
prived of the activities of modern life which involve the exercise of a 
comprehensive democr cy--while some are indeed experienc’ «+ a climate of 
oppression and terror, under the spear points of fear--t..68 meeting, with 
an open dialogue, will in itself disseminate light, will open a free win 
dow whose winds we hope will blow over our brothers everywhere in the great 
Arab nation, offering them a vivid vision of its reality, with all that 
contains in the way of the combative and cultural self-sacrifice that is 
occurring on the terrain of life in Egypt. 


Our meeting at this symposium is in reality aimed at something imporcanc: 
Arad existance and the dangers and setbacks emcompassing it tollowing the 
campaign of wilful tenorance which specific regimes have launched against 
Eaypt--God's land of Egypt--in order to alienate Egypt's quest for explor- 
ation from the Arab movement, so that these regimes may infect this move- 
ment with dissension and alienation and may give themselves and the move 
ments of political repression and foreign dominance iree rein. 


The fact se cannot ignore is that the Arad nacion is now experiencing a 
severe test. Whether this test is the doing of these regimes or of others, 
Eeypt's role will continue to be one of sacrifice for our Arab nation. We 
do not want to enter into « controversy on Egypt's Arab identity: this 
{ssue is not relevant in form or in substance, but is rather in the nature 
of things which are not dictated by conditions or circumstances. It is an 
enduring role, and therefore, through the paper on the Arab situation, we 
recommenc that the agenda of che discussion in this dialogue be to discuss 
two points. First is, has Egypt fallen short or abandoned its Arab role’ 
Why should we raise the (true state of our relations with the Arab states 
before the people What must the future of these relations be’ 


The second issue is the offshoot of the first one: What options which 
might constitute an effective, strong Egyptian stand vis-a-vis the rejec- 
tionist regimes 











In the context of the three options liated in the paper on the Arab situa- 
tion, we can define Che main signposts on the road, even if through a 
fourth option, or a fifth one, if you like. 


A Model for Dominating Events 


be Sayyid Nawfal: Thie document, in fact, represents a signpost along the 
road to common Arab action, On the one hand, in its general style, it is 
distingulahed by setting «a new example for dominating events instead of 
following them. This is the policy which Egypt followed during the seven- 
ties, in war and peace, in democracy and development. Next, it is alsc 
diatingulehed by objectivicy and fairness in portraying Egyptian policy, 
whieh has had a coherent sequence from the royal era, to the first era of 
the revolution and to the second era of the revolution, or the corrective 
revolution, tn spite of differences in style. 


After Or Sayyid Nawfal outlined his politic | view of the agenda on which 
the Arab Action Paper was based, he made sume observations of the paper, 

in anticlpation of an integrated view, considering that it was a document 

of particular importance in forming popular opinion aside from its historic 
Giynificance. One aspect of these observations focused on the points under 
review, but the main aspect was aimed at a number of issues whose thorough 
Lreatment in a broader arena Dr Nawfal considered essential. Among these 
iseues wae an evaluation of joint action, with its accomplishments and 
failures, means for rectifying tne failures, and the policy of Arab cummits 
which the action paper referred to, while not explaining the causes of these 
sumeice’ failures or accomplishments. Then there is the rejection movement 
whose subject we are dealing with now: what were its causes’? Was it found- 
ed on legitimacy or on an aversion to Arab and international legitimacy 

and the commitments to which the Arab states had bound themselves’? 





These observations on the Action Paper stirred up numerous comments from 
oarties co the dialogue which led to the conclusion that the Action Paper, 
ae iCs name states, presents a concentrated comprehensive historic review 
rhrough which we can arrive at the options presented but is not a compre- 
nensive historic record of all the detaile of Egyptian-Arab relations 
\hroughout their lengthy history. Thet is something the researcher can 
‘od, es Ur Pu'aa Muhy-al-Din said, in the president's speeches, which 

ave given details on these relations in the form of dates, facts and 
names. 


Everyone has supported Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din's statement that one felt, on 
every line of the paper, the extent of the pain and bitterness wrenching 
the president's heart as he recorded wnat Egypt has been offering in every 
erea and the simultaneous contrasting record of repudiation and denial. 


Dr Maurice Makramallaeh: There is no doubt that one of the things enriching 
the Action P@eris that these observations, which our teacher Dr Sayyid 
Newfal has set out, are clear; however, they may not be the basic point of 
our discussion. Let us return to the first issue we were discussing, 











which was the response to the question AL-AHRAM raised: Has Egypt fallen 
short, in our relatious with che Arabs’? If there have not been any short 
comings, why the current situation? Or perhaps Dr Nawfal wae on the verge 
ot beginning his analysts. 


The Rejection Movement Ise Illegitimate 


De Nawfal: I believe we said, “thoroughly treat the issues which will show 
us precisely how the rejection movement is illegitimate and has violated 
Arab commitments, then, after that, we will evaluate Egyptian action in the 
Arab sphere and the Islamic context, according to the following principles 
which are dictated by national and regional responsibility and internation- 
al conditions;:" 


First, devoting major attention to supporting domestic Egyptian forces, on 
grounds that they are the firm base for national construction and the per- 
formance of Arab action. 


Second, continuing the advancing progress toward just comprehensive peace 
so that that may be imposed entirely and all rejectionist excuses may col- 
lapse. 


Third, asserting the commitment to the provisions of joint Arab defense and 
the security obligations which defense dictates. 


Fourth, welcoming the re-establishment of relations with any Arab country 
trying to correct its position, without condition or restriction. 


Fifth, developing current Egyptian relations with Arab countries in various 
spheres-- cultural, scientific, artistic, touristic and so on--and taking 
any opportunity offered for contact in the context of trade unions, parties 
or other groupings--indeed, in the official context, if it is possible to 
get to it. 


Egyptian Media Fields 


Sixth, objectively and positively examining and concentrating on the fol- 
lowing issues in the Egyptian mecia field: 


Describing inevitable Arab integration in the security, poli ical, economic 
and social fields. 


Bringing attention to corresponding dangers threatening Arab countries and 
the consequences the current dissension will entail. 


Stating che primitive nature of the policy of severing relations and the 
damage that policy does in various domestic, Arab-wide and international 
areas! 














Setting forth an Egyptian plan for essential new Arab action, which will 
be presented at the appropriate time, will be preceded by incisive public- 
ity and will benefit from the experiences of the past as it defines duties 
and commitments and creates effective agencies to be on guard to settle 
dispuces the moment Chey arise, 


AL-AHRAM: These issues could serve as a formula for action which we might 
subsequently present for a general reading. The question which is still 
up for discussion is, has Egypt fallen short? 


Exypt Has Not Fallen Short 


De Maurice Makramallah: In my opinion, that is not at issue. Egypt has 
not tallen short, and, if it has fallen short in certain peripheral areas, 
it is of course well known that Egyptian manpower has been serving in these 
countries for years,has helped the education and development process and 

so on, and therefore, even though this contribution has been for pay, it 
has first end last been to these countries’ benefit. Egypt has also borne 
responsibility in the scientific field, in the political field, in the 
military fleld, . 
Dr al-'Ashmawi: Egypt's cultural, social and religious role must be made 
clear o the masses who will discuss this paper, along with its pre-eminance 
over Acab countries. Therefore I say that if there have been shortcomings, 
they might have been more from the political angle than from others. There 
have never been shortcomings from the cultural angle. Dr Suhayr al-Qalamawi 
is here with us, and she, and a large group along with her, have experienced 
this cultural eacrifice. They are the ones who have taught the Arabs; they 
are better known outside Egypt than inside it. This aspect must be made 
clear to all classes of the Egyptian people when we present this paper to 
them. Tne labor movement in Egypt was the pioneering movement in all Arab 
states, which had no previous experience with unions. 





Exypt Is the Leader and Is Capable 


Dr Sunayr al-Qalamawi: The fact is that we cannot make Egypt's role more 
prominent than ict really is. Egypt cannot have fulfilled its commitments 
or its role completeiy at every time, everywhere and on every occasion. 
The paper has been concerned with giving prominence to the main points, or 
the critical positions, as we say, in which Egypt has taken its stand and 
truly was a leader capable of rising to the level of events. In the de- 
tailed sense, tnere is no doubt that if we look into certain peripheral 
situations in Egypt's history and relations with the Arab countries through- 
out the ages we might find shortcomings. I can also state that what the 
paper says about Egypt's role might have concentrated on the recent period 
more than on the past, in view of the fact that we are standing before a 
recent history whose conclusions we hope we will soon be drawing conclus- 
ions from. The fact is that in Egypt's role, through its long history, 





we ceiebrate a great deal which has not been included in the paper~- such 
ae cthinge which happened in the days when Saudi Arabia had not yet dis- 
covered oil! 


However, prior tv the revolution, there were very many si! ations when we 
were not able to play our role, but we did not clearly kno ur Arab ident- 
ity. 1956 was the first time it was stated in Egypt's consc.tution chat 
Egypt was an Arab country. 


In reality, I cannot say whether Egypt has done its duty or has fallen 
short because as far as I am concerned the mere question is irrelevant. 

[t has absolutely not fallen short in the critical situations but there 
have been many shortcomings in peripheral ones, though in fact that is not 
a shorccoming--it 18 a circumstance of history. 


Re-establiehment of Relations- -How? 


[ct seems that the point which Dr Suhayr al-Qalamawi concluded with prommres 
a pressing question from Dr Zakariya al-Barri; he would have postponed it 
until he was given the floor, but then he proceeded to ask it, directin, 

it to Dr Sayyid Nawfal: 





Dr Zakariya al-Barri: I just want to ask our professor Dr Sayyid Nawfal 
for clarification on the point in which he welcomed the re-establishment 
of relations with any country wishing to correct its position. In my mind 
there are two groups in the Arab world. Relations can be re-established 
with one group immediately, and there is one group with which [ do not be- 
lieve relations can be re-established with such facility and ease, even if 
that group so wishes, because repeated experience has made us believe that 
these countries entertain unusual objectives--as in what Libya, specifical- 
ly, 1s doing, for example, or Syria, with its Alawite orientations. Every 
one of us can go back into the past and present history of the Alawites, 
and refer to the book by ibn Taymiyah and his writings about the Alawites 
and their role in the past, which they are repeating in exactly the same 
manner. 


Would it be possible, if they told us "Come, let us re-establish relations," 
for us to re-establish them? A devout man cannot be pelted by the same 
stone twice. That is to say, we would be continuing with this farce until 
judgment day and would never be able to move properly. However, in other 
areas, which may include Saudi Arabia, Kuwait or the Gulf, we want to tell 
people, "No, in disputes over viewpoints, causes should not spoil affec- 
tion; it is not right for us to end up with this estrangement." 





A Decisive Stage of Relations 


Dr Mustafa al-Sa'id: There is no doubt that there is no quarrel with the 
fact that Arab relations are going through a decisive period now. It is 

obligatory to study t'ese relations with total objectivity in the desire 

that a number of bases may be set forth which will lead to the attainment 
of Arab objectives. 





My opinion ie that thie paper sought to stress a group of fundamental 
principles and ideas, 


It sought to stress, firet chat Egypt has constantly supported and stressed 
ite Arab identity. 


Ie also sought to stress that in spite of this positive, effective Egyptian 
role, there have constantly been groups which, for one reason or another, 
have tried to reduce Egypt's role and seize the opportunity to cast asper- 
sions on it. The Ushturah Conference is one example which the paper tried 
to enumerate. Although such groups do exist, the paper scught to stress 
that Egypt paid no heed and continued to persevere, with faith in its 
Egyptian role and the need to support the Arab struggle, among all its 
other principles. 


In addition, in my opinion, the paper sought to stress that this Arab role 
of Eaypt's continuea after the death of ‘Abd-al-Nasir, and that since 1970, 
when President al-Sadat took power, the Arab path has been the basic path 
of Egypt's foreign policy. 


In my opinion the paper has a basic philosophy behind this, and this is 
that it hopes new relations which will realize Arab nationalism and Arab 
solidarity will be established between Egypt and the Arab world, on sound 
founda’ ions. 


Consequently the question which arises now is, How can we in the future 
build these relations which will lead to the attainment of Arab goals on 
sound foundations’ 


it is mandatory that we first of all ascertain the true nature of the causes 
wich Lie behind the current Arab situation. 


There are people who say that the issue lies in the nature of existing Arab 
regimes, especially the rejection states where the regimes are dictatorial 
'y nature, impose specific slogans, adhere to them, lose the ability to 
discern true objective developments in Arab and international relations, 
and are unable to act and interreact with Egypt in objectively analyzing 
ind objectively coping with the Arab-Israeli struggle. 


Another cause which is raised goes back to the nature of the goals of 
foreign powers in the Arab region: in the current historical stage of the 
circumstances of the Arab world and the resources existing in it, these 
forces are unanimously trying to split up the Arab world, not to unite it, 
and these foreign forces cannot be ignored, either, in determining causes 
or drawing up relationships. 


Then there is the issue of Arab leadership: there is no doubt that the 
weaich which has flowed out in the Arab world, in Saudi Arabia and in other 


countries, is one of the reasons behind the desire to assume leadership of 
the Arao worid. 














There are also people who raise the point chat Egypt must understand che 
paychology of the Arab world in the current stage, since it ta @e world 
which is moving from the stage of being Egypt's child to that of being 
Egypt's brother. The saying “When your son grows up, become his brother," 
means chat the state wants to find a specific role which it can play along- 
side Egypt's leading role. Hae Egypt given thie Arab world, or these 
states, the opportunity to play this role? This question eleo is relevant. 
[It (eo reflected in the nature and reality of Arab-Egyptian relations. 


/22 apr 80 p 6/ 


In their treatment of the question AL-AHRAM raised in the first part of its 
symposium on "the future of Egyptian-Arab relations," which was, "Has Egypt 
at any time abandoned its Arab role," the parties to the discussion con- 
cluded that Egypt's Arab role is a historic fact, however much rejectionist 
arguments may have sought to denigrate it or cast doubts about it. Egypt's 
generosity coward (ts Arab nation has always represented a policy with con- 
tinuous links, even before \t established a special emphasis with the pre- 
mises of the Egyptian revolution of 23 July 1952, and its pre-eminence in 
act «vo. political, economic, social and cultural liberation for the Arab 
co. .rles, If Egypt's role in some peripheral matters which were not criti- 
ca ‘8 was somewhat regressive, before the revolution, that was due to 
hiscc..cal circumstances and to the conditions which prevailed in Arab 
countries weighed down by occupation or fettered by the manda.es. Egypt's 
Arab role following the revolution made up for all the regressive acts it 
could have been blamed for, which did not reach the extent of shortcomings. 
Then cam@al-Sadat's tenure, which has stressed and crystallized the basic 
political path ‘Abd-al-Nasir began. 


Egypt's Arab role ramified and extended to all areas of self-sacrifice, to 
the point where it was said that self-sacrifice was above Egypt's ability 
and capacity. In spite of that, people appear today who imagine that every- 
thing can be swallowed up in the abyss of repudiation and neglect, in the 
hope that Egypt will seek refuge from its Arab affiliation and will wash 

ite hands of everything, abandoning the natural leadership position in 

waich its distinguishing characteristics on the Arab stage have placed it 

to people in quest of perverse aims. 


In confronting the rejectionist rulers, who, through their irresponsible 
positions, have created a new Arab situation, the Working Paper set out the 
options for the future in relations with the Arab rejection states. The 
second part of the symposium's discussion revolved around this. 


The second part of the symposium began with an observation which A. 
considered it necessary to make before opening the discussion regar: 
the options at hand on the form of future Arab relations. 


AL AHRAM: We must go over the rejectionist newspapers tomorrow or the day 
after and review what they are likely to say after this symposium gets into 














print. We will find people whe say, in malicious wonderment, “Who said we 
ignored the role of the Egyptian people’ We are not againet the people, 

we are just againet the leaders” The fact te that thie le a gross mistake, 
because an attack on Che Egyptian people ie indeed a jolt to ite leadership 
of the Arab world. The greatest example of Chat ie the revieloniset process 
which hee unfortunately occurred in the whole Arab world concerning Dr Taha 
Nusayo, Imam Muhammad ‘Abduh and the prince of poets, Shawqi. They have 
cast doubte on the Literary merit of Taha Husayn, who ie the dean of Arab 
Letlerte 


It Le teportant that most of those who are in charge of the regimes in 
power in Che Arab countries now were--most or some of them-~graduates of 
Dr Taha tusayn's. The same ie true of those professors who are engaged in 
religious jucleprudence of Islamic Law in some Islamic countries and learn- 
ed from the books, theories and thinking of Imam Muhammad ‘Abduh. However, 
they heve ignored that and are now attacking the Egyptian people, ite lead- 
ere and ite people, not just the leadere alone. 


The Question: Will We Wait’ 


Therefore, at the etart of the second session of the symposium, we will 

raise the firet option on the form of future relations between Egypt and 

(ye Are vejection states: will we wait, as happened in the past, until 

there a flash of Arab capriciousness, as they have been saying, after 

which »ottere will resume their course’ Some people say no; the Working 

Paper says no. President al-Sadat himself, in one of his statements--the 

sist of whieh appeared in the Arab Working Paper--said that this time is 

not Like previous ones. A group of people have come and shifted the strug- 

ste to che Arab context to the African stage, then it to the Islamic stage, 

chen it to the Buropean countries, so it is not permissible for ur to be 

quiet. We must go through @ process of making the Egyptian people aware, 
*) that they may know what certain regimes which want to seize leadership 
r compeeand want. | 


asen atiz: Before going into the options, I would like to make certain 
ietted comments on some remarks by my colleagues. It was stated that the 
orm of the Arab Action Paper is not important now because it can be round- 
out From my point of view, sometimes the form is no less important 
rhan the substance, especially if the paper has been prepared for study by 
the people. Furthermore, will this study just be for the Egyptian people, 
r will tt be for the Arab peopie as well’ If Egypt represents the bulk 
of the Arab people, there must be additions. If the situation requires 
adjustments, | am saying this so that there will be a wholly democratic 
icture. 


Secondly, Or Suhayr al-Qalamawi has touched on the point that we see that 
perhaps there were Arab adversaries before the 1952 revolution. We do not 
want Egypt's Arab role to be infringed, especially since this Arab role on 
tie modern political stage could have been established during the great 








war in Beypt with al-Sharif ‘Ali, thus in the present and in the past, We 
cannot state that there were shortcomings, Perhaps @ role existed, but tt 
wae not ae effective, Thie Le because all the Arab countries were stagger: 
ing under the burdens of the Britieh mandate and occupation--o@ they were 
protectorates or something elee--and Chue were not countries, 


Then there te « third point, the one Prof Zakariya al-Berri made, On this 
| would like to direct a question, while we are addressing the Arab peoples, 
and we want Co speak bluntly: is it possible or feasible for ue to dis- 
tinguleh @ government from a people’ I am not against thie point, the 
point of addressing the Arab peoples, but would like to estate that thie is 
the most important point, especially since it was set forth at the end of 
the paper. Sir, you can address the peoples, and the movement of a people 
ites with the young, but the young cannot easily be drawn to 4 movement to: 
ward peace. However, you can direct to them a call for violence. Due to 
strange circumstances: or to our strange fate during thie period, epecific- 
ally, when the Arab states eplit up or joined together against Egypt~~-there 
aleo occurred the Iranian revolution, which called for an Islamic revolu 
tion. Here a new factor for which we had not made the proper calculations 
entered in, Therefore 1 consider that since one paper has now been pre- 
sented it must be directly connected to the issue of the society of Arab 
and Islamic peoples. We must take these points into consideration. 


ie the Rejection Backed by Legitimacy’ 


| can almost frankly state that people follow authority--this is a fact in 
Arab countries in general, where we state that we are the democratic state 
and that others are not applying democracy. Therefore when you tell these 
people, “We have called for peace, Arab people, be with us,” they cannot be 
with us. We are all aware that the period of youth and Labor movements 
never bear a theme but that they sometimes bear rebellion. 


| supported the treaty forcefuliy and sincerely, but, as Dr Sayyid Nawfal 
said, this rejectionist group must state whether or not it is backed by 
Legitimacy. 


The most important thing in the paper is, How can we confront these 
countries’ 


The answer begins with another question, which is, can we correct their 
policies’ I say we can. If any Arab country wants us to be with it, and 
the alignments of countries differ from time to time--even ours were dif- 
ferent, the Soviet Union was once the major buttress and we were always 
Saying when we were making @ stand that the Soviet Union was the only 
country with us. Why should we deny this to others’ 


But Nations Consist of Interests 


[t might be said that there is some ambiguity or negativiem in lingering 
and waiting, but, in my opinion, people's struggles, and sometimes vars, 








prove (hat vietery does not always go to the one who aime the accurate 
blows, but often, rather, to the one who sustains them and endures Chem, 

If we were Co proceed to carry out the notion of the League of Ilelamic Arab 
Peoples at the present time, we might be adding to our burdens; perhaps, if 
we were Co talk at length about thie notion and this paper, I would prefer 
that we began with the notion of the League of Lelamic Arab Peoples, be- 
cause every day we find confiict in views amony the rejection states, or 
the states which differ with ue, and, if we saw that there was an improve: 
ment we would accept it--for example, the position of Morocco, today, as 

ic ie severing relations with Libya; ten't the alliance which ie on our 
side gaining greater strength’ 


Thie ie what | wanted to eay--lingering. The fact te that the Arab count- 
ries need expertise and we need Arab money. Therefore there is 4 commun 
alicy of interests, Chey have not committed aggression againet our people 
to make our people leave, and we have not committed aggression against 
them to make ue take them back. I believe that thie policy ie the realiet- 
ic one, 


An Atcack on the Egyptian People 


AL-AHRAM: We etill have not put our hands on positive notions of a 

form» which we could turn into a framework for action between ours leves 
and * = Arab countrles in the future, especially since we have stipulated 
that @ attack t@ not against the leaders alone but also against the 
Egyption people, and ie aimed at shaking the people and turning them 
ageinet Che natural leaders among whom they exist, not because their regime 
is consultative, reactionary or royal, but because their leaders are part 
of Egypt's nacure and ite historic, geographic, cultural and spiritual 
situation. Even though the Grand Mosque is in the holy city of Mecca, 
Ruypt ‘as ite own spiritual position among Islamic countries. 


Nesen Hatie: tt heave etated my view, which is to linger and wait during 
this period, even if the paper etates that that is negative. Perhaps, if 
we ovureelves launch an intellectual offensive and an ideological offensive 
against some of these countries, that will enteil a greater conflagration. 
in many cases what we find is that when people are quiet they may not be 
soleted, but the isolation may exist on the part of others, and the oth- 
ers may perhaps be thinking of returning. I state that my opinion is to 
Linger and wait; perhaps that will be the solution. I did not say that it 
was a prediction of the future. 


when hie excellency the president talked about change, he said, “Ninety- 
five percent of the concern ise with domestic affairs and 5 percent is with 
foreien effairs.” Therefore, as | see it, 1 am proceeding along witn the 
general policy of the government. 


AL-AMRAM: The president's orientation of 95 percent of his efforts to- 
vard domestic affaires came about after the realities of the peace had 





become etabilised abroad, It ie aimed at further deepening the theory and 
practice of democracy in Egypt. However, no opposition paper has yet come 
out in any Arab country without everyone's head getting chopped off. More- 
over, directing the bulk of the effort toward domestic action te aimed at 

sell development and the further growth of our economy, #0 that we may, a6 
we always have, offer a model to which the Arab countries may be receptive. 


Dr Subhi ‘Abd-al Hakim: In fact, the options are the essence of this 
paper, and thet ie the question which is being presented to the people. 
before we talk about the firet option we must ali agree that the paper 
acknowledges that these options are not inflexible: the gate of individual 
judgment te open for the addition of further options or for the amendment 
of some of the options already present. 


The firet option, which te to Linger and wait, has « specific definition 
in the paper, we will discuss thie option in terme of thie definition, 
which Le that we should not react to any Arab stand or behavior in opposi- 
tion to Egypt and what Egypt is doing because sooner of later, perhaps, 
they will come back to the proper course. This, as the paper character 
ieee it, le @ position marked to some degree by negativien. 


Our Course of Action Was @ Group of Initiatives 


The fact ie that there is a contradiction between our lingering and wait- 
ing on the one hand and our course of taking action in the seventies on 
the other. Our taking action in the seventies was not a matter of just 
reacting, it was one of taking iniciative.Our entering into the October 
war was an initiative on Egypt's part--a fact no one can argue over. It 
broke the cycle of no war, no peace; in what it eccomplished, it was aimed 
at movement in the context of the Arab-Israeli conflict; and it did away 
with the notion of Ieraeli sucurity, among other results it successfully 
achieved. When efforts were made to thwart the October victory, there oc- 
curred the initiative, which was aimed at exploiting the October victory, 
and from the initiative there emerged the course of peace along which we 
are proceeding now. Therefore our position toward the major Arab cause 
during the seventies was not just one of reactions, but was, rather, @ 
series of bold and daring initiatives based on @ strategy. It is not 
reasonable, when we are discussing this situation for us to return to a 
policy of waiting and lingering and for our actions to be confined to re- 
actions. Our position now must be one of continuing the strategic process 
which began with the October War, the initiative, and the continuing peace 
process. 


We are now receiving a series of blows from some Arab countries aiming to 
lash out at the peace process and stymie it on the one hand, and to strike 
out at the Egyptian struggle on the other. 


This series of blows and attacks delivered by some Arab regimes might sap 
our strength, and affect us and the peace process, because while we are 





engaged in Che peace process we must not seem weak in the Arab region, 

For ue Co apoe@ear weak or humiliated by any blow from any Arab regime could 
have « great effect on Che peace process, a8 was stated by implication in 
the paper and ite description of thie option, 


The fleet option, by the definition given in the paper, ise to be rejected 
becauee it will just pull Egypt back, 


Nere « Question arises: what alternative ise there to lingering and wait- 
ing’ Now can it be modified? In reality I am not able to deal in a direct 
fashion with euling Arab countries, nor am I actually able, in the media 
sense, Co reach the Arab peoples of many Arab countries which have closed 
thelr doors to the Egyptian press. The Egyptian radio does not easily 
reach Che Arab countries, and television remains «a local medium of commun- 
ication 


Thue what should | do?’ IL will stop here because the discussion of other 
options, of alternative options which might ariee, will anewer this 
question 


We Are Not Renouncing Our Arabhood 


Or Suleyman al-Tamawi: The first ching | shouid say is that this document, 
ae | hove wead it, te in reality not « document; we must not judge it as a 
PhD cho t@ Out as an introduction which presents specific problems so that 
we may ceach @ solution. Ultimately, options have been set out for this 
solution, a8 the president has declared. 


The fact ie that @ question ia being raised today: are we Arabs or what’ 
The same question was raised at the start of the 2° July revolution. Are 
we Arabs or non-Arabs’ 


The tact t# that we must go back into history, in order to respond to our 
children. Whether we were Arabs or non-Arabs, Egypt has had a seminal 
piece (mn che region. Proof of that is that when Tutmose expeiled the 
‘yxeos ne did not stop at the quarries in Sinai--he followed them to south- 
ero Sycie and dealt them a crushing defeat, of which Arnold Toynbee spoke 
shen Se eaid in his famous statement, “He chased them out of history.” 

fhe same concept was repeated centuries later by Ibrahim Pasha, who, when 
asked what he was doing when he was in northern Syria, said “Traveling 
through the Arabic-speaking area." 


whet concerns us here is for us not to allow our media to cause our 
chiidren to doubt the Arabhood of Egypc, even if they want to. I feel 
that there is a big conspiracy to renounce our Arab condition and get us 
back ot owr pharaonic Egyptian origins. If we get to that, we will have 
achieved more for our enemies than they had hoped for, because, in my 
mind, the starting point is that Egypt is Arab and must stay Arab. But 
what will we do about our Arab condition’ 











The reality in our minds since the revolution hes been that Arab national: 
Lam meane Arab unity. The Arab League proceeded--and history attests to 
thie--on the baste of the unity of governments, to the point where, when 
jenry Far'un appeared in Alexandria, he went about in «4 hat, was asked 
“Why ate you wearing « hat’" and said “It is the personality of Lebanon,” 
The Arab League wae founded on the basis of unanimity and became a motion: 
lese inner sanctum, /11 thinkers have etudied what we should do to get 
moving. Popular movement is necessary. When I read the paper the presi- 
dent presented, | found that history was in fact repeating iteelf. The 
Arab countries, in thelr current state, could have done something, because 
there are contradictions between governments and peoples: there are con: 
tradictiona in interests. The moet fearsome thing that worries me ia thet 
the Arab countries will be transformed, as Burope has been, into east and 
weet; we absolutely must not permit that. We must not ignore the concept 
of establishing Arab unity on @ popular basis. But how’ That is the 
problem of problems, which we muet now actively proceed to discuss, and 
the president has raised it here. How can we address the people’ 


| believe that in the context of Arab unity our action should be founded 
on popular bases which are not in contradiction with the government. The 
government is proceeding and it has its emphases. I believe that the dis- 
putes now existing among governments are temporary in nature. I believe 
that history iteelf will settle them. There remains the need for me to 
orient myself toward the people; here | am against imposing any restric: 
tione on Arab studente in Egypt. We must take them by the hand and en 

( wurage them because we will be able to propagate our ideas through them. 
|, a8 a university professor, can feel that these young people sometimes, 
on occasion, are constantly protesting deep inside themselves; when we 
talk with them we can head them toward a sound pat. 


An Arabic Islamic Role 


we concentrate our study on the way in which we can reach Arab peoples, 
we must not depend on the radio or the press. <A good solution, one which 
| encourage, is for peoples to reach agreement and understanding on a 
solution one way or another; if we can do that we will reach a solution. 


The second way is to be found in the book "Philosophy of the Revolution;” 
‘Abd-al Nasir propounded it, and che man's statement is sound co this 
day: Egypt hase an Arab role, an African role, an Asian role, an Islamic 
role and a role in the worldwide context. 


This notion is almost coming back. Egypt has more than one role to play. 
[ must not confine myself just to the Arab situation, because I am confi- 
dent that a scheme exists to expel Egypt from all these circles and nour- 
ish foreign powers. I believe that if the Arabe are in a perverse state 
now | can move in the context of other circles--the African circle, the 

Asian one, and the worldwide context. This requires deliberate study on 
our part, so | consider that a group such as today's will never be able 

















to provide profound solutions, although, if we succeed in setting out 
pointe and studying Chem informally, we will end up offering people a 
eclentifie netion and service, 


Now Can We Linger When Events Move Rapidly? 


Dr Suheyr al-Qalamawi: We are now discussing the first option, which te 
one of lingering. Ae far as my brother Hafiz’ statement goes, the fact 

ia that he te recommending the notion of lingering on certain bases or 
foundations about which I disagree and which I would like to respond to. 
Firet, ae @ general framework, I do not imagine that we can produce a 
solution tn thie eympostum which will not entail another preliminary or 
subsequent solution. However, it te enough if we can raise the notion in 
an organized ecienctific form, that in iteelf will be a great accomplish: 
ment. Ae for the detaile--placing the solution in a« precisely-articulated 
framevork--I believe that this will come later. There is no doubt that 
the objective of Arab radios and movements is to divide the leaders from 
the people. Of course we are not in @ position where we can say that the 
leaders and the people in Bgypt are one and the same thing, but the fact 
is that thle Laterprecation arises from their own condition--from the con- 
dition of the Arabe themselves. There is a very obvious split between 
rulers and people in some countries, and I believe that this is where our 
approach ilies. The eplit between rulers and people can be exploited--I do 
not se through che radio, because the radio has a temporary effect, but 
not lees of an efiect than fighting arguments with arguments and Looking 
at what others are saying. But for us to sustain blows, wait and linger 
until they quiet down, or until circumstances change, in my opinion is not 
permissible. More important, we cannot stand still while the world is ad- 
vancing around us, racing on at terrific speed while we are standing and 
lingering. There is no room for lingering. What is fermenting in the 
whole world is not the dispute between the Arabs and us, it is economic 
and political etruggles and we are elements in these two phenomena. We 
must understand what the lingering expressed in the paper is. The fact is 
chat as alternatives there are the adaption of slogans and a continuation 
‘of the (initiative and appeal to the peoples/. That is, I cannot state 
that we should linger or continue, or confront and raise the same slogans. 
No. This is an option, that is an option, and, in the light of that, 
‘logering hae another meaning, different from the one being expressed now. 


Ae tar as people go, and how we should move people, the fact is that there 
are organizations, or sorte of international institutions, based on people; 
we often see international conferences splitting up into two factions, a 
faction for governments and a faction for non-governmental organizations, 
‘outh organizations, and trade union and women's organizations, and there 
are many groupings which have been very active on the Arab level. For 
example, the Federation of Arab Lawyers still has life, still holds some 
meetings and some gatherings. These are populer gatherings. Youth groups 
‘an meet through sports. More important, these people meet at other in- 
ternational conferences and meet the representatives of Iraq, Syria or 








whatever, Although it te the government which sends them, when we meet 
them on these occasions there is very large scope for points of agreement 
to exiet--aside from .he fact that while they are compelled to state the 
government view in open sessions, because they cannot do otherwise, in 

our meetings with chem we find a completely different atmosphere. We can- 
not leave thie unexploited on behalf of the Arab cause. The fact that the 
president has announced chat 95 percent of the orientation will be toward 
domestic affairs and that 5 percent will be for foreign affairs means not 
that we will be severing our contacts with the outeide world or with other 
countries; the fact that our contacts with other countries will be in the 
range of 5 percent arises fror his concern and hie desire to rectify in 
ternal matters and create a country which itself will be the higher model 
for all countries, a model to be emulated. For example, when this country 
was not advanced, we used to emulate, and now it hae ddvanced, and we have 
advanced, and we must pay attention to the domestic situation, so that we 
may remain on top and so that others will come, as they are coming now, in 
search of expertise. In epite of everything we etill today find Iraqis 
coming to Egypt for medical treatment, though connections are severed, and 
the Saudis likewise. Concern for domestic matters has as its ultimate 
goal the initiatives which we have experienced and which Dr Subhi has re- 
ferred to. In fact, in this area we are also proceeding with an initia- 
tive, for, when we say that we will bring the Arab countries and the Arab 
peoples together so that they may have a point of departure, this is an 
initiative in iteelf. It is not juet based on hope, really--it is based 
on previous experiences. Before now, we all experienced the gatherings of 
people in the Afro-Asian Conference, gatherings of peoples, not governments 
at all--it is true that other governments were behind us, but we met and 
spoke on the ground that we were a people. How so’ Because these confer- 
ences in fact backed all Liberation movements, and very many heads of 
African and Asian countries headed their delegations to the conference. 


For people to be in a bitter clash with leaders or with their government 
is a situation which is not repeated often in | ‘story, and will not be re- 
peared in the Arab countries in this circumstance. That does not, how- 
ever, mean that we ignore the fact that there are popular groupings which 
are hard to get through to, which we cannot easily contact. It is neces- 
sary to set forth this context and this objective, though, and strive to- 
ward it by various means. The assault on Egyptian culture, and the role 
of Egyptian culture, should not in my view be left unchallenged--rather, 
we should respond to it and there should be a dialogue. Many of us are 
writing honorably and decently in Arab magazines and in magazines issued 
in these countries, and are being read in them; through our pens, we can 
respond to this in a manner where we will not be acting deceitfully. We 
even have a historic right in chis; I would not quite say struggle, but 
crisis. I do not believe that the position we have taken vis-a-vis the 
Arad countries, as far as che Palestinian cause goes, consists entirely 
of neglect of their role or the failure to grant that they should have a 
role, and that they are therefore holding a grudge against us over this 
role and trying to find fault with us. The fact is that right up to the 





initiative we were sincerely calling for a Geneva Conference, Russia, 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and all the others could have been leaders at the 
Geneva Conference; they could have been the ones signing the peace agree- 
ment at the Geneva Conference, What prompted us to abandon the idea of 
thie conference was the fact that it wae put off and put off, that the 
people who wanted to obstruct and postpone it did so, and that that became 
obvious, #o the president was compelled to think about something elee with 
which he could break the severity of this situation of no war, no peace 
and no Geneva Conference. I attended symposia in America before the pres- 
ident ventured on this historic initiative, and all America was talking 
about whether the Geneva Conference would be held or not. The whole issue, 
in fact, was up in the air--it was unreal. However, we have not abandoned 
the Arabe or distanced them from this cause, and we have not made them go 
away so that we could hold the absolute center of the stage. In reality 
it te they wto have driven themselves away. 
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The views of the participants yesterday, in the second part of AL-AHRAM's 
symposium on “the options open to the future of Egyptian-Arab relations," 
were crystallized by three tendencies: 


A ten ency, supported only by one view, which prefers to have Egypt linger 
and wait, even if this is described as a negative position in the face of 
impulsive acts of the rejectionists; the person supporting this tendency 
backs himself up by the farc that if we begin intellectual and ideological 
counterattacks, we will perhaps be aggravating the incendiary nature of 
the situation and doubling our burdens. 


A totally contrary tendency was voiced by the majority; this rejects wait- 
ing and Lingering, on grounds that that would be a regression and a renun- 

tation of Egypt's platform in the seventies, which was distinguished by a 
series of initiatives which began with the October victory and ended with 
(he peace agreements 


A third tendency stands as a middle ground between those two. This holds 
that waiting and lingering will not go on long, on grounds that the current 
Jisputes among governments are temporary ones, part of a stage, and cannot 
last, out chat during periods of forbearance negative stands are not 
enough. Egypt must open its heart to all popular Arab groupings, deepen 
its bonds with the Arab and Islamic peoples, and double its cultural and 
educational services to young people in the Arab world, on grounds that 
they are ‘the iron link” with Egypt's Arab thinking. Although there are 
Acab popular groupings which it is truly difficult to reach and deal with, 
because they lie under the repression of their governments, there are,con. 
versely, popular groupings, and women's, trade union, labor and vocational 
organizations, which their governments have not yet been able to deter 

from engaging in Arab activity; therefore one can start by dealing with 
them. 








specifically, on grounds that the main base is in Damascus, It wants to 
free iceelf from this situation one way or another. There is a sort of 

coolness, a sort of severe tengion--but not the warm relations which ex- 
lated in the previous Caracas conference in October 1979, 


Thus, who can [ agree with in the Arab world? That is, today I am saying 
that this is the way to get at Arab governments: there is a specific 
notion which [ would like to propound if I were to negotiate with anyone 
today. The Saudi regime is very disturbed. In the European, foreign press, 
it is predicted chat it will collapse in a few months, or weeks. It is 
being challenged even by Western European countries. Naturally you have 
heard and read about the film “Death of a Princess'--I have seen that movie. 
| am referring to it in the context of Western Europe's challenge to the 
Saudi royal family. It was shown in London, then in The Netherlands; al- 
though the Saudi royal family, which is the stepchild of the West--the 
atepchild of the free world--requested and insisted that this film not be 
shown, 1t was nonetheless shown in various places. The family is now be- 
ing supported neither by che Saudi people nor by the Western powers. 
Naturally any new revolutionary force, after the event which occurred in 
the Grand Mosque and the Saudi popular revolution--as they call it now in 
Western Europe- could present the Saudi family or regime with a complete 
overthrow. 


A Model for Peoples Not Governments 


Thus, therefore, the notion has arisen of getting in contact with the 
people. Allow me to jump ahead--actually, the discussion is of options, 
one by one-- jump ahead to Articles 282 and 283 of the memorandum. Why? 
Because Article 282 talks and says that the strategy behind the initiative 
requires that Egypt present the Arab peoples, and not their rulers, with 

a new platform. This, in utmost brevity, will help the people overcome 
the campaign of vindictiveness and rancor which has become a symbol of the 
policy the rulers in Arab governments have pursued against Egypt and its 
initiatives, in order to conceal a fact, an essential point, which is 

that Exyptian diplomacy aimed at a comprehensive, just peace is a strategy 
which will help these peoples liberate themselves from conditions of op- 
pression, will help the Arab peoples contribute to the process of building 
peace, will help Liberate them from conditions of oppression. That is, 
there is the objective that we will help the Arab peoples liberate them- 
selves from conditions of oppression. The goal in establishing the Society 
of Arab and Islamic peoples is not just peace, it is not just action--it 
is also to help the Arab peoples liberate themselves from conditions of 
oppression. Therefore, there has been talk about the Charter of Arab Man, 
because we are establishing and creating what is called the Charter of 
Arab Man and Arab Human Rights, gathering Arab and Moslem people in every 
place, time and location. This has been propounded, the means for this 
gathering, and this is something which really will require a long dialogue. 
Will it consist of labor unions? Committees’? Cooperatives’? Will it have 
a secretariat’ 











Man le the joel 


There le che (inal paragraph, 283, whose object ia that the peoples there 
may exercise what their culere are prohibiting them from doing, that their 
free will may ralee up and set an example, and that the example will be 
what people must represent in the Arab and Islamic world, people enjoying 
their natural rights to life, security and safety, and their rights to 
receive their share of the riches of their countries, because the goal is 
social, because [ will not prevent a process just eo that I can build a 
peace or a League of Arab States--with all due respect -or a League of 
Peoples. No, there aleo ie a social goal and a democratic goal within 
these peoples for the sake of these peoples. One of the genuine goale of 
this paper is in Paragraphs 282 and 283, and this must be taken into con- 
sideration. How elee can I attain this, except by addressing the people 
directiy? 


i do not want to go on at Length, but it te clear from my statement that | 
support the third option, which te the initiative of addressing the peoples, 
so that the two objectives may be realized together at the same time. That 
is, the power of che address will not just come when I say “leave your 
rulers’ for whatever reason--Syria hae a quasi civil war today, Iraq and 
Saddam Husayn, and what he is going to che Shiites, Sunnites and minorities 
of hic people--you all, I know and realize, you all have been Looking into 
this cer. However, when [ bring up the multi-party system in Egypt, 

che sc ereignty of the law and so forth as a model to be emulated, these 
people. want to attain something similar to what we have attained in the 
way of freedoms and democracy, and they might have some criticisms about 
them, which we will hear out to the end, the ultimate objective is to 
create a free democracy which no other Arab regime enjoys at this time, 

We are forming this society to achieve unity; this is one of the essential 
pointe of the constitution and is at the heart of Article One (Article One 
of our constitution, as you know), which says “The Arab Republic of Egypt 
is a country with a democratic, socialist system based on an ailiance be- 
tween che working forces of the people. The Egyptian people are part of 
the Arab nation and are working to achieve the comprehensive union of this 
nation.’ No one has amended Article One of the constitution, and no one 
will; {¢ remains as it is, on this basis. I do not doubt that the policy 
of all my brothers here--I think they all are agreed that the constitution 
ts firmer and more solid. 





‘Eaypt is greater than Events” 


Or Husayn Mu'nis: One of the nicest things people produce in meetings like 
this is to learn. The last three words which were stated have truly made 
my task, which I wanted to state at the outset, easier for me. This is 
the question [| had: what is rejection’? Why is there something which goes 
by the name of rejection? We, es historians, go back in the past a little. 
History today is no longer the science of the past; it has become the sci- 
ence of the present and che future, where we wonder what happened in 
October and after that. What happened is that before the October war we 








were ewaller chan the problem of lerael; after the October war we became 
greater than ic. They, today, are still sitting in the era of the past, 
the pre-Occober era, and are progressing along the old vision which was 
chac there have always been two countries, or two states, in every Islamic 
country, the government on the one hand and the people on the other. As 
we see today, in Syria or in Iraq or in Libya you will find a system which 
existed for instance in the Egypt of the Fatimid era, when the people were 
Sunnite, the government was Shiite, and there was no common ground. What 
has happened in Egypt is that common ground between the people and the 
government has come about. Today, the government represents us completely. 
We agree with it and go along with it in every respect. When we made the 
initiative, they, by the nature of the case, were afraid of it, because it 
laid bare the truth they had always been trying to hide, which was that 
they- che regimes in power there--do not represent the people. They were 
all shaken, as a result of the initiative and the October war, because we 
made a decision rapidly, though perhaps that was a result of our cultural 
or intellectual advancement. The time has come for us to emerge from our 
old position of the past, in which the government stood on one side and 
che people on the other and we were smaller than the problem. In short, 
after the corrective revolution in May, we became a people which is the 
government, and the government is the people, without a doubt; therefore, 
we were triumphant in the war against Ierael. This made others afraid-- 
the initiative proved that we are able to seize the initiative on a major 
issue like thac of Israel. I think that we in Egypt are aware today that 
we are much greater than the Israeli issue. We can state that it is not 
just the destiny of the Arab world which will be resolved from Cairo--in- 
deed, I believe chat the destiny of Israel also mst be resolved from here. 


“Egypt's Success Is Exposing Them" 


Rejectlonism may be attributed to a feeling that what we are doing in 
Egypt is exposing these regimes and consequently inviting their peoples to 
emulate Egypt's example. This is where the severe enmity on the part of 
some of these regimes has come about. It is an insane enmity, because it 
ie a fear for one's destiny, without a doubt. The situation which exists 
in Syria today is something which is putting the friends of the /big/ 
tamiiies in Syria into a state of terror over their future, and it is the 
initiative which hes caused this terror. It has shown how small the re- 
gimes are in comparison with their peoples. 


On the other hand, the whole world is changing. Dr Subhi was stating that 
we cannot stand silent. No one in the world can stand silent. The world 
is changing at a very alarming speed. More than that, I consider that the 
framework of the Islamic world is being shattered now. The question of 
Afghanistan is not a minor one. It is a very serious one, because Russia 
was not content to have taken over Turkistan and the lLikes--it has also 
intervened in Afghanistan. Tomorrow Baluchestan, and it will be on the 
Indian Ocean. This is the grave situation which we ourselves realize, but 
they do not because they do not see the big facts. 





Another thing | am observing is that America might also be feeling now 
thac Lt 1s smaller than the world situation. We are all sensing this. In 
America they are saying that they are smaller! America itself will have 
to change, and Russia's intervention in Afghanistan should result in 
Russia's changing iteelf. What | like in this paper is that ic has warned 
us to think of tomorrow, ae of now, and to think about sketching it out. 
It is unreasonable for our relations with the Arabs to revert to what it 
once was, because the Arabs will remain Arabs but chat is not the way we 
are. The whole world is changing today. What some people are saying, to 
the etfect that we are unable to get to people, is not true, because we 
actually are getting to people. Egypt is now perhaps leading world policy 
in the region, and the peoples of the Arab region sense this. I believe 
Dr Muhyl-al Din sensed this when he met the Arab delegations in Oslo. 

When [ go to Arab countries, | indeed sense that they are feeling pride 
thac chie Egyptian people discovered how to get out of the bottleneck by 
iteelf. There are people who are logically thinking "How are the people of 
Egypt saving themselves, and why aren't they sinking with us?" Therefore 
[ feel that as we are discussing this paper we might not produce a straight- 
forward, sensitive answer, but there is nothing wrong with that--ic is 
enough that we are raising a subject in the minds of the Egyptian people 
so they can anewer President al-Sadat's queries on what we should be doing 
tomorrow. By the nature of things, when the initiative took place, we 
were oking to tomorrow. Before it, we were looking back, into the past, 
cense: , behind the wall of Israel, not knowing what to do! 


Today we are greater than Israel and perhaps we can lead many other count- 
ries. As we continue on our course, we will lead the Arab countries to- 
ward their destiny. None of this will be infringing upon the important is- 
sue, which is that we must always be situated inside this Arab framework 
and mst always be leading in this fashion, liberating the Arabs. I hope 
rhat every Arab will be aware of the simple facts facing us today, which 
are that the world is changing and that we cannot return to the past. 


Peopie say that it is out of the question for the Arab League to go back 
to what Lt was in the past. That is true. The whole world is changing. 
Our relations with Palestine, for example; Palestine cannot but become in- 
‘ependent, and become independent along the lines we are following. It is 
that which scares them. 


I hope that we will become wholly confident that the road we are traveling 
along is fully prepared and that we are armed with a sound future. For 

rhe firsc time in the history of the Arab nation, there is an understand- 
ing and a realization that we have united the ruler and the ruled--for the 
first time since the days of the first four Caliphs we have a government 
which, Cogethec with the Egyptian people, is a single entity. This is what 
is causing them co be afraid of what we are doing, and this is the cause 

of the hatred, rancor and discrimination on their part. However, we must 
proceed along our road, preserving our Arabhood completely. We mst insist 











on it and we must stress that this ie che form we will take, even without 
dealing blows in exchange for blows, We are constantly delivering blows; 
our blows are the success we are achieving constantly, and thie is what | 
wanted to state. 


An Expression of Egypt's Morality 


AL-AHRAM: We thank Dr Husayn Mu'nis. We would like to make a brief state- 
ment; Dr Fu'ad Muhyl-al-Din, in his excellent description of the Arab sit- 
vation, pointed out that President al-Sadat, while setting out this paper, 
felt pain, bitterness and grief. Therefore, there arose a question, which 
we raised: has Egypt fallen short in its role? The second point is, I 
heve indeed attended many symposia in this Arab world and I am happy with 
this Egyptian morality, this Bgyptian honor and this elevated moral level, 
which IT have not seen in any of the Arab symposia I have attended. Not 

one repugnant word has come from any of us; rather, we have all been objec 
tive, and this is the morality of the Egyptians and the morality of Egypt. 


So fat, we have dealt with Egypt's role and its national responsibility 
toward our Arab nation; we have dealt with this role most concisely and 
with the utmost concentration, because it is a role whose self-sacrifice 
will never end; it is a constant, self-renewing role. If some of the hon- 
orable professors in the symposium have expressed certain observations to 
the effect that the Action Paper has not deait with Egypt's role in liber 
ating the Arab nation or protecting it from the incursions of marauders, 
and that it has been restricted to dealing with the role in a recent per- 
lod, starting with the early 1950's, one can place that in the category of 
a reluctance to talk about oneself. There is no one who will deny that 
Baypt is the focus of Arab action, that it is the hub of Arab movement, 
that its role is constant and brimming over with self-sacrifice. However, 
there is an attack on Egypt, and this attack is a consensus of everything 
which motives of traditional, party, and factional narcissim have dis- 
tiiled and which expresses inner complexes which cover the facade of the 
evil taces of people possessing designs who do not devote themselves to 
the interests of the Arab nation and are not concerned with its destiny or 
with its future generations, but are laboring under a destructive narcis 
sistic complex. What AL-AHRAM is concerned with in all this is for all the 
facts to be conveyed to our brothers in the Arab nation, on the terrain of 
true Arab reality, with complete honesty, friendship and frankness. As an 
entree into options which can be exercised in the future, the symposium 
has also dealt with relations between Egypt and the Arab countries; the 
discussion on this issue has been characterized by objectivity and by a 
feeling of responsibility, and they have been also distinguished by com- 
prehensiveness, inclusiveness, and a review of ail the circumstances and 
relevant conditions which surround us and the Arab situation. We are now 
again setting out the issue of Egypt and the new Arab situation through 
these options. If you will permit, we will start with Dr Zakariya al-Barri, 
bearing in mind that the three options are not binding on us but that we 
have the right to add or to provide other options. 





The Notorious Alawite Regime 


De cakeariya al-Hearri: In the name of God, the most merciful, the all 
compassionate: | can summarize my Chinking, in « personal capacity, in 
the following views. Firet, our Arab affiliation te a fact which one can: 
not ignore, and it le not to our interest to have doubts about it, The 
Arab peoples are joined together by a epiritual, linguietic, historic, 
economic, and geographic unity and a unity of destiny, which only @ person 
who denies Chat the sun rises could quarrel over. 


Second, the Arab governments, in my opinion, are not all on the same level 
eo that one has to deal with them in one consistent manner. The person 
who seeke what is futile, and comes upon that, is not like the person who 
seeks Che Cruth and comes upon that. Perhaps one of the most obvious ex: 
amples of the former category te the collapsing Alawite regime in Syria. 
From olden times, Moslems have known @ group which claims through fraudu- 
lence, deceit and falsehood that it te related to Lelam and pretends to be 
the adherent of the Imam ‘Ali (may God be content with him); this was 
known by the name of the Ansarie /agnostic sect/ which inhabited the 
Levantine countries and took as ite place of residence a mountain which it 
callec al-Nusayrtyah Mountain. 


Perhaps one of the most obvious examples of the latter category aiso are 
the go cenmmente of the Arabian Peninsula. Perhaps one can also, as | hope, 
create « formula for mucual cooperation, integration and defense to con- 
front .,:e dangers of atheism and aggression which are positioned on their 
borders and on ours. 


Third, there is no contradiction between joint Arab action within the lLim- 
its of the possible and joint Lelamic action: each of these complements 
the other but does not contradicc it. The area which is surrounded by 
dangers ia the Arab region and the Ielamic world. One does not mean that 
‘jotn. Lelamtic action” should be directed against non-Moslems but rather 
thet one should roll the dangers back away from the region, unite words 
and deede on behalf of mankind, and give prominence to Islam's tolerance 
in Organizing toternational relations on justice, peace and social equity 
aoong nations and peoples. The Arab circle is to be considered a small one 
wie) te encompassed by a larger one, the Islamic circle; the Arabs are 
vehicles of Islam. Here it is proper to point out that joint Arab action 
existe among Arab Moslems and Christians in service of the region and in 
the service of peace. 
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The dialogue in the three previous instalments of the “symposium” ad- 
dreseed iteelf to numerous areas and reviewed many details. It starced 
with @ comment on the formulation of the Action Paper itself--regarding 
borh the formulations it contained and its scientific and historic facts. 
[* chen discussed the philosophy and strategic goals of the paper, and 




















came Co the three options which were set forth, Whieh of them would be 
moet appropriate for Egypt during thie crucial etage’ The discussion on 
the fleet option, the option of waiting and lingering, was heated: does 
commitment to Chie option mean negativiem and inflexibility, at @ Cime 
when Egypt ie known for taking the initiative’ Or te it not « matter of 
waiting silently but — etend accompanied by an active policy domestically 
and abroad’ 





In the fourth part of the symposium, today, people's opinions brought two 
of che options Late convergence, and the final conception of those partic: 
ipating in the dlalogue may have approached a commingling of the two, that 
le, waiting and Lingering combined with addressing the Arab people through 
ell channels at the same time. 


At the beginning of the discussions in the fourth inetalment of the sym- 
posilum, AL-AHRAM called upon Dr ‘Abd-al-Malik ‘Awdah, who had joined it, 
to talk, 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Malik ‘Awdah: I would like to defend the first option, from 

my point of view. Firet, | have an observation on the three options. In 
both the etyle and in the structure of the wey in which each option is pro- 
pounded, they are formulated in a defensive fashion, not in the form of an 
agertessive initiative. However, in spite of this, I consider that as a 
result of more important circumstances, and the effects which have arisen 
from them in the region, and as a result of the variables within the Arab 
region iteelf, we are now facing 21 countries which are members of what 

ie called che League of Arab States, each of these countries enjoying sov- 
ereignty and independence, but the main question among them is: how should 
they organize their mutuel relations? 


Since che League of Arab States was founded, no consensus has come into 

being on principles and rules regulating these mutual relations. Should 
they be the rules of general international law, or has a special Arab in- 
ternational law been devised to regulate or follow up on these relations’ 


Thies is one point. The second point ise that from the Language of the paper 
there seems to be a gap between the introduction and the options. The 
question as to why the situation has evolved to the state it has now 
reached has not been raised. What are the Egyptian and the Arab reasons 
for that’? What complications have arisen’? ere we are not apportioning 
blame to the right or to the left, or to one side to the exclusion of 
another; rather, we are looking to see what options can cope with this 
Situation, because, if causes change, will the options change’ For this 
reason | consider that the first option will be the best approach for deal- 
ing with the situation inside the Arab region in the coming brief period 

of time. However, I do not accept it as it is. Rather, I consider that 
the first option should be modified and stated as “watching and waiting,” 
on condition that chat be in the context of an active Egyptian policy 
based on, or connected to, two elements. The first element is that Egypt 





should eapecifically announce ite policy, ite strategy and ite viewpoint 
regarding Che Arab region and ite problems, what Egypt specifically wante 
from Arab relations, or how it envisions them--for here relations are not 
just words, are not just formlations, The important point in the rela- 
tlone concerns the burdens -what are the resulte, and what are the econom- 
ic, financial and political coste which each party will defray, be that in 
dealing with che Palestinian cause, Camp David, or anything else’ 


Negotiating Over Bgypt's Policy 


The second element ise for Egypt explicitly and officially to invite the 
Arab states to @ negotiation, or to a method of negotiations, on this 
polley which hae been declared by Egypt. The thing which draws one's at- 
tention Le that Exypt believes in the method of negotiation as far as 
lerael goes -it belleves that it ie the one civilized way of solving prob- 
lem. in epite of that, it te not useing thie method with the Arabs, be- 
cause we know that the general Arab position ise not a single one, rather, 
it te he result of adding up 21 positions; there is more than one dispute 
on these positions, and the method of negotiation propounded or proposed 
must revolve around @ group of questions which Egypt will raise and will 
insist on realizing results from. What are the economic and political con- 
sequences of Arab affiliation? The expression “Arab affiliation" we 
acknov edge, but what consequences will it entail for us if we commit our- 
selves (0 it, and what consequences will it entail for others’ 


Under .e rubric of waiting until this temporary period passes, Egypt can 
develop its powers. 


inus,l consider chat che firsc option must be reformulated and become the 
slogan which Egypt will raise and with which it will enter into an aggres- 
sive policy--that ise, taking the initiative of inviting others to talk 
with lt, because, if every party sits in ite place in the capital of its 
coootey, launching media attacks against others and making defamatory re 
marks on personal matctere and private affaire, matters will become more 
comp.icated. I take it for granced that there are complications in the 
Arab area, but LI consider it appropriate to give preference to this option 

/ the coming temporery short period on grounds that it is the best option 
9 fe.ative terms. At che same time, as a final word, I am absolutely not 
nm agreement with the second option and I caution Egypt against following 
at. 


Reearding Che establishment of a league of peoples at this time, in the 
context of the existing economic, social, political and cultural composi- 
tion of the Arab countries and the Islamic world that would mean that we 
vould be establishing a league of exiles! 














Against the Severing of Relations 


De Sayyid Nawfal: IL am happy with what I have heard from my brother 
Dr Abd-al-Malik ‘Awdah, but I would like to refer to what I said yesterday, 
which Le Chat there are two types of relations: 


The fleet type are diplomatic and political relations; these are in fact 
governed by international law, and therefore, | pointed out, we should 
welcome any Arab country which etrives to correct its position, because 
internacional relations are 4 pressing need among all countries in the 
world. The notion of severing relations ie offensive to the interests of 
both parties -in fact, when we established relations with Llerael, one of 
our justifications was that we ought to recognize one another, and each of 
us should get to know the other completely, since we had already estab- 
Lisved peace. Thus, we established relations with the Soviet Union, the 
leader of the rejectioniste. 


Therefore we should welcome the establishment of relations, or the resump- 
tion of relations, with any Arab country which tries to correct its posi- 
tion; after the developments which have taken place in the rejection move- 
ment, we realize what the reasons are, where the rejection movement stands 
and whether or not it is legitimate. Therefore the matter which is rele- 
vant here is joint Arab action and the future of this action, because it is 
cause of the rejection movement and because the movement came into being 

in the light of this joint action, not in the context of international 
relations. 


As regards the third option, IL consider that that is sound, because it is 
the option which te actually at hand--that is, we, contrary to the common 
view, according to the information I have, have not let an opportunity 
pass by without trying to use it to contact the countries which have sev- 
ered relations, and perhaps our position on the aggression against the 
Geand Mosque and other acts and on Morocco will show this--we have ex- 
tended our hands and tried as hard as we were able on its behalf and we 
did not fall short, because, as I pointed out previously, the current 
policy is the policy of taking the initiative in peace and war. 


we are now presenting peoples, in reality, with a model which is success- 
ful in peace, in democracy and in development. 


The third option must be amended by continuing the initiative, by objec- 
tive, positive media presentations, and by action in the spirit of a big 
brother, in order that the positions of governments may be corrected and 
the current Arab course may be rectified. 


The rejection movement began by invitation of the Soviet Union, and the 
conference was held in November 1967 /sic/--1977 is meant. The countries 
attending were Libya, Syria, Algeria and Democratic Yemen The Liberation 
Organization was forced to attend, because Yasir ‘Arafat was threatened 





with teelation if he did not attend; at that time he attended under com: 
puleion and allied himself with the leaders of Palestinian terroriem, who 
were allied with Conmuntem and with Libya (the tool of Communiem in the 
region). Thus the era of terror, the era of threatening Arab countries 
which supported the toitiative by advocating measures against Egypt and so 
forth, came into being. 


For various reasons, including chaos in the region, the Iranian revolution, 
and South Hemen's threats againet Saudi Arabia and North Yemen, this move- 
ment remained confined to these four countries until October 1978. The 
various elements of terror increased and performed their function. This 

is not the place to describe them in detail, but the result was that the 
countries submitted to Lraqi leadership of the movement; thie was the con- 
dition [eaq stipulated for joining the movement. Then the Baghdad Confer- 
ence was held in November 1978 and it issued the resolutions which were 
applied subsequently, in March 1979, 


what happened after that’? IL state that the objective was to as they say 
abort the peace initiative, The peace initiative succeeded and absolute- 
ly no one imagined that we would go back on it, regain the occupied terri- 
tories or close the Suez Canal, which the whole world had despaired of 
navine open! (Indeed, we ourselves had started to build oil pipelines, as 
had Isr el.) We have aleo been telling the Arabs that our innate powers 
nave grown, in both the international and the Arab context. 


Moreover, the rejection movement has now reverted to drawing into itself. 
The result of tne Tripoli Conference, which ended on the i5th of this 
month, was that four Arab countries stood up to all the others--stood up 
to the countries in the Gulf and the Peninsula. 


So what has happened now is that the rejection movement has started to 

'raw back. Disputes have arisen and they will produce their effects. 

Egypt (8 acting and is taking initiative, and the statement that we should 

wait is perhaps one which should require some review. This is the situa- 
tion that is, the situation is that there is movement, but, if this move- 
ment tries to detracec from intellectual, cultural and artistic leaders, it 
sill fail, because Egypt has imposed itself, its thinking and ite litera- 
ure on the whole Arab world. 


Our Strategy vis-a-vis the Arabs 


Or Mustafa al-Sa‘id: The fact is that 1 can now discern that the options 
nave increased, to the point where there are three. It would be difficult 
for us co list the option Dr ‘Abd-al-Malik has just presented under the 
first option, which is that of waiting and lingering, in spite of his at- 
tempt to list it under that option, because he has given it a definition 
which ts very different from the notion of waiting and lingering. He tried 
to define his option through two points, which are that we should declare 
our policy and strategy, define what we want, and call upon the Arab 








countries Co negotiate on thie strategy, and that we should define our 
economic and political commitments in a clear, frank fashion. There is no 
doubt that thie will entall «a positive attitude and the definition of a 
new position which it would be difficult for us to say would entail the 
firet option, which le one of waiting and lingering; rather, it might be 
veeful for ue to liet it ae @ fourth exieting option, and there is no doubt 
that thie in iteelf would be considered « contribution to the dialogue and 
to the paper, opening the way toward all attempts to add something new, 
Aleo, Dr Sayyid Nawfal, in hie endeavor to define and provide a point of 
view which will emphasize that he has chosen the third option, has once 
again sought to amend the substance of this option one way or another; 
again, thie has been positive. In this context, having heard these pointe 
of view, it might be useful for me to express my point of view on thie sub- 
ject. The fact te that in thie context it is difficult for us to confine 
the situation to one of the options which have been presented. The option 
of waiting and lingering entaile a certain degree of wisdom; the option of 
continuing the initlative and addressing oneself to the peoples again en- 
tails a certain degree of wisdom; the choice of proceeding along with slo- 
pane is to be rejected absolutely, and there is no need to speak about it, 
However, there are other areas of Arab action, and defining the Egyptian 
position makes it mandatory that we add these areas to any option which is 
decided on. For example, the paper does not present the option of a possi- 
bility of diplomatic dialogue with the governments of some Arab countries 
or all Arab countries. The paper does not posit this choice and therefore, 
in this matter, it is possible for us to derive the specific impression 
that che paper has stated that Egypt's position is one of wondering what 
Egypt's position toward there rejectionists must be. I state that this 
position must be founded upon three main approaches: 





Three Approaches of Arab Action 


1. The first approach is to continue the initiative. This is a matter to 
which the paper has referred. 


2. The second approach is to address the peoples while pausing to explain 
what the purpose behind it is. In order to define the approach in address- 
ing the peoples, the paper presented the issue of a League of Arab and 
Islamic Peoples. This is just one of the approaches we must discuss. Is 

it the only approach, is it the optimum approach, are there other approaches 
for addressing oneself to the peoples or not? 


3. The third approach: active diplomatic movement on Egypt's part in its 
relations with the governments of some Arab countries. 


These are the three foundations which | believe must be the axis for 
Egyptian movement in Arab relations during the next phase. To continue 
the initiative, undoubtedly, has its obvious justifications. The nature 
of the struggle now at hand in the region, the Arab-Israeli struggle, the 
nature of the foreign powers now present in the Arab political arena 





undoubtedly drive home the fact that an objective treatment of this matter 
will of necessity require that it take a realistic view of matters and 
direct iteelf coward the solution which began with the president's 
Jerusalem initiative, 


Next there le the tesue of addressing the peoples. Here I must point to 
some observations concerning the possibility of establishing a League of 
Islamic Arab peoples; in reality, if we reflect upon the state of the Arab 
world, we will find that by nature the exieting regimes are undemocratic 
and that these regimes consequently will not allow any individual in cheir 
populations to organize himself or be active within the League of Arab ard 
Islamic Peoples. Consequently, as Dr ‘Abd-al-Malik truly said, there will 
be ultimately @ league of Arab people in exile and in one way or another 
thie will lead to a clash with exieting regimes. The possibility of estab- 
lishing an organization of Arab and Ielamic peoples requires not that the 
governments give their agreement but that the existing regimes be demo- 
cratic and allowing differences in views and the possibility of dialogue-- 
Lodeed that they permit the possibility of a clash with existing regimes, 
if we ere to try to establish such a league. However, addressing the 
peoples could take place by very numerous approaches and I believe that 
there are fundamental axes to which Egypt could resort in addressing the 
Arab peoples. 


Exypt st underline its clear policy toward the Arab-Israeli struggle. 
Eaypt et constantly underline the fact that the basic strategic objec- 
tive ie to resolve the Palestinian issue, and that means bringing about 
the eve uation of Israel from the territories occupied in 1967, the right 
of the Palestinian people to determine their destiny and the right of the 
people to a Jerusalem which is Arab. Egyptian policy must stress this 
aspect as it is constantly stressing it now. In this form it will attract 
che Arad people everywhere and will stress the people's faith in Egypt's 
political role and conduct in Arab relations. One form in which Egypt can 
address (teelf co the Arab peoples is to stress Egyptian policy in the con- 
cext of Arab-[eraeli relations. 


in thie manner Egypt's anxiety over Arab principles and goals will, like 
‘hie approach, be more effective in convincing the Arab peoples of the 
ceality, effectiveness and positive nature of Egypt's role than anything 
else. Another important aspect in addressing oneself to the Arab peoples 
is for Egyptian policy--and this is of utmost importance--to try to con- 
entrate on Egypt as a model for the Arab world; therein will lie the ut- 
most success in convincing the Arab peoples of Egypt's effectiveness, its 
leadership and its role. This means that Egyptian leaders must place 
emphasis upon Egypt as a model for the Arab world. This means that they 
must stress democracy within Egypt and that Egypt must be a model of 
democracy within the Arab world. In this manner we will be able to con 
vince the Arab world of our course, address the Arab peoples, and bring 
these peoples around to our point of view. We must lay emphasis on Egypt 
as a model of attainment of economic development. If we succeed, as 














De Fu'ad Muhy!-al-Din sald, our role will not just be confined to viewing 
the Arab world ae an tesue of liberating territory or peace, but will be 
one of eliminating the oppression which lies over the Arab world; conse- 
quently our role within the Arab world will become « social one. In this 
form, if we succeed in creating a model, thie could be consonant with 

De ‘Abd-al-Malik's view on Lingering and waiting and concentrating on 
Egypt ae a model, 


In thie form, after we have adopted Egypt as a model for democracy, for 
social justice, for economic development, our ability to address ourselves 
to the Arab peoples will undoubtedly be greater than if we just established 
or tried to establish a League of Arab Islamic Peoples, and the scope for 
dialogue between ue and the Arab peoples will etill exist. It is true 

that some channels have been closed off and that some media channels have 
been kept from entering the Arab world, but I agree with the opinion which 
Dr Musayn Mu'nis expressed, and which Dr Suhayr al-Qalamawi expressed, be- 
cauee there still ise scope for dialogue and for channels. There are uni- 
veroities and there are university professors intermingling with university 
professors from che Arab world; there are students who meet with Egyptians, 
and there are also some magazines in existence in the Arab world in which 
the opportunity existe for Egyptian professors and intellectuals to write. 
All of these channels must be exploited. There are meetings at periodic 
conferences. 


These are ideas on how we should address ourselves to Arab peoples. In 
addition, it is absolutely not permissible for us to close the door to 
possible diplomatic dialogues, because disputes have started to appear 
among Arab countries. 


We must benefit from these situations by presenting the Arab people with 
an active Egyptian policy and giving every diplomatic channel an opportun- 
ity to make it succeed, 


Dr Muhammad Subhi ‘Abd-al-Hakim: The first option, in terms of the concept 
defined by the paper, is characterized by negativiem, and constitutes a 
danwer to the peace process itself. When we understand the concept which 
thie option embraces, we find that it is unacceptable. The second option, 
it is plainly clear, is rejected b, all the members of the symposium. The 
third option contains two clauses: the first clause is continuation of 

the initiative and the second c.ause is addressing the peoples. I do not 
believe that there is any dispute among us concerning the first clause. 


Next comes the second clause. As far as its title goes, there is no dis 
pute over that, but the paper has defined a specific formula for address- 
ing the peoples which could be an object of dispute among us. The paper 
defined the formula as establishing a ieague for Islamic Arab peoples, and 
here I pause at great length. The title of the paper is “Egypt and the 
New Arab Situation.” From start to finish, the paper did not refer, at a 





dietence or close at hand, to the Ielamic circle or the lelamic world, ex 
cept on the last page, when it began referring to the word "Ielam," the 
lelamic world and the Lelamic peoples, it did eo diffidently. Before me, 
par graph 283 of the paper~- "Egypt in Coordinating Ite Statements" ~-goes 
on to etate, “go that the peoples in it may exercise (that ie, so that the 
Acab peoples /ray exerciee/) what their rulers have prevented them from 
doing, declare their free will and be an example, as the people in the 
Arab and Islamic world must be. The word "Islamic" appeare for the firet 
time on the next to last page: “The people will enjoy their natural right 
to life, safety, security and their right to receive their share of their 
country's resources. Through all this, their goal is the optimum organiza- 
tion of the expression of their free will, in the context of sound democ- 
racy, and the clear mirror of what lies in the hearte of the citizens, be 
their affiliation Arab or Ielamic.” 


Here . can state that the matter merits a pause, because there is a big 
difference between what has been given the name “the Arab nation’ and what 
has been given the name “the Islamic nation." The Arab nation ie land 
area with approximately 150 million inhabitants. The Islamic world is not 
a contiguous area of land; rather, there are gaps within its areas, which 
are separated from one another on some occasions; their population totals 
800 million. The Arab nation exists; we call it a nation--we do not call 
it a wocld, The Islamic world we cannot call an Islamic nation, but we 
ecill ive tt the name “the Islamic world.” The word “world” means that 

ic com sine @ great many contradictions and incongruities. An Arab nation 
existe and is based on nationalism. Religion is one of the components of 
nationalism; bcecause the ingredients of nationalism are numerous, one of 
these is religion. Thought in the Islamic world is organized; the various 
vranches of chis world contain an idea which is based on the unity of one 
belief to the exclusion of others. The Islamic world contains many nation- 
aliciee and different peoples speaking numerous languages. I[t also in- 
cludes massive population blocs which in their bulk exceed all the inhab- 
itante of the Arab world together by a large amount. Moreover, the Islamic 
»eople are not only combined in countries which have a Moslem majority. 


sather, there are Islamic minorities which in some countries are larger 
in number than the population of Moslems in other countries which are 
islamic. In India, for example, the number of Moslems is at least 70 bil- 
lion, and they comprise a minoricy. China contains a minority estimated 
at 40 millton. The Soviet Union contains Islamic peoples whose number is 
estimated at about 50 million. How can we look at the Islamic world in a 
light paralleling and corresponding to our view of the Arab nation? 


Our connection with the Arab world, and with Arab nationalism is a genuine 
one which is related by roots, origins and blood. It is related by 
language and is related by a unity of destiny and a unity of hopes and 
pains, not to mention geographical ingredients and the ingredients of 
economic integration among ite countries. To this end, when we place the 
Arab world alongside the Islamic world, or when we say “the Arab and 











lelamic peoples"--as if the Arab peoples were not Ielamic--Arab peoples 
are a part of all Arab peoples, as Ielamic peoples, Here a ceservation 
arises on the circle within which we will be addressing ourselves to 
peoples, because, if we grant that we will be adopting the style of address- 
ing ourselves to peoples, which te relevant, then addressing ourselves to 
Arab peoples will not be equivalent of addressing ourselves to Ielamic 
peoples. There will be a specific tone for addressing Islamic peoples, 
and addressing Arab peoples will require another tone. Islamic peoples 
will not adopt a unified position on history unless they face a threat 
from outeide the Lelamic world, such as the Jerusalem issue, for example. 
There is nothing easter than to exploit an issue like that of Jerusalem 
in getting the Moslems together and making exclusive use of them for this 
issue. The Soviet tnvasion of Afghanistan is a danger which has befallen 
an lelamic people from outside the Islamic world, but our Arab issues, 
and the matter of addressing the Arab peoples, will require a different 
style on a different level; it will not allow us to wait until an Arab 
people are threatened by a danger coming from outside the Arab nation, as 
is the case with the circle of the Islamic world. 


The Language and Axis of Address 


llowever, we are completely influenced by everything which happens inside 
the Arab world, and therefore I am introducing this reservation regarding 
the merger of the Arab and Islamic peoples which appears at the end of 
the paper. This merger is not wholly compatible with the thrust of the 
paper in ite entirety. The paper concerns the new Arab reality (not the 
reality of the Islamic world) and our position regarding Arab countries 
which have taken a specific stand regarding the peace initiative, not 
Islamic peoples or countries. Thus there is agreement over the first 
phrase in the third option, continuation of the initiative, and there is 
a reservation regarding the second clause--a reservation concerning tue 
only formulation the paper has specified for addressing peoples. Tiu», 

in the next stage, addressing peoples will not only be a matter of address 
ing the Arab peoples or addressing the Islamic peoples--the opportunity 
will exist to address the peoples of the whole world. How can we hesitate 
to address the Islamic peoples when we are given an opportunity to do so’ 
How can we hesitate to address the European peoples when we are given an 
opportunity to defend our cause’? How can we hesitate to address the 
American peoples when we are given an opportunity to do so? The scope ex- 
ists for addressing the peoples all over the world and is not restricted 
to the Arab peoples or the Islamic peoples alone. The only point in the 
matter is that there are ways and levels of addressing peoples. The way 
we address the Arab peoples differs from the way we address Islamic 
peoples, address African p°oples, and eddress peoples situated outside 
these three circles. Dr Mustafa al-Se'id referred to numerous ways of ad- 
dressing peoples. These channels exist and can be set right, supported 
and enlarged. This is completely possible and I believe that this is the 
possible, scientific formula for addressing the peoples in the coming per. 
lod. Regarding the attempt to establish a League of Islamic Peoples or a 








League of Arab and Lelamic Peoples, the paper itself has raised some ques- 
tione which contain many dangers between the lines, if we are to think of 
eetablishing euch @ league, Establishing a League of Arab Peoples will re- 
quire firet of all a conscious, thorough study of the domestic political 
composition of each Arab and Islamic country, in terms of ite regime, the 
existence or nonexistence of parties, and the political structure of the 
atate. None of thie is available to us now and thus we cannot *asily reach 
agreement on establishment of a League of Arab and Islamic Peoples; the 
subject requires the amassing of abundant data and information on these 
countries, in terms of governments and people, before we can express our 
opinion on the possibility of establishing this kind of league. The paper 
iceelf has set out a number of questions which make us somewhat wary of 
approaching the recommendation of formulating this league as the only 
formula for addressing peoples! 


Ac the end of the dialogue, before the conclusion, Dr Zakariya al-Barri 
requested correction of an expression which appeared in a statement he 
made yesterday; if not corrected, that could give a meaning which ie 
totally different from what he intended. In voicing his opinion on the 
need for Egypt to distinguish among Arab governments in its treatment, on 
grounds that they are not all on the same level, there appeared the state- 
ment: ‘The person who seeks what is futile, and comes upon that, is not 
Like the person who seeks the truth and comes upon that." 


The co. oct version of this saying, if it is to impart the correct, in- 
tended weaning, is: 


"The person who seeks what is futile, and comes upon that, is not like the 
person who seeks the truth and misses it." 


Arabhood and the Arabs 


(n the Alexandria Protocol of 7 October 1944 and 23 March 1945, agreement 
was reached on establishment of an Arab League, to be named the League of 
Arab States; seven countries, among them Egypt, agreed that every Arab 
country would have the right to join this league. At that time “Arabhood" 
wes defined as embracing everyone who spoke the Arabic lLanguage--whether 
ce be Moslem, Christian or Jew--lived in the Arab countries between the 
Colf and the Atlantic, and was Arab by nationality. 


Sourguiba: Arab Egypt Has Influenced Every Arab 


Dre Sayyid Nawfal related that he made a visit to Tunisia, met President 
Habib Sourguilba, and stayed up late with him in the Carthage Palace, where 
a Tunisian singer was singing an Egyptian song with an Egyptian accent. 

The Tunisian President's comment on that was that that was not odd. -Egypt 
nas imposed its art, its thinking and its literature on the Arabs. He 
stayed up the night talking with Habib Bourguiba about Egypt's Arabhood and 
ics influence and organic relationship with the Arabs since ancient times. 
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In thie final (necalment on the symposium, those participating in the dia- 
Logue establlahed pointe of utmost importance, After all the opinions and 
ideas they discussed and propounded, they all agreed that the evente of 

the coming days, up to next 26 May (the target date for the autonomy 
talke), were truly to be considered a decisive period, during which the 
dialogue must go on, but that one must await ite results so that ite course 
might be defined in a realistic manner! 





De Hurayn Khallaf: In my view, the option I prefer is the third, which 
talke to use about addressing the peoples. However, we must not just con- 
tent ourselves with addressing peoples, because first we must wonder in 
what manner, and how, the address will take place, which is not a simple 
matter. It requires agencies and instruments, and if these agencies do 

not exist, cooperation will be inhibited and exchanges--even exchanges of 
ideas--may be inhibited, because exchanges of ideas need points of contact 
where views may interact and result in a crystallization in the form of 
resolutions or unified ideas. Then, will this league be for the common 
people alone, or will it be for the people and the government? In my opin- 
fon, it must be a league for the people and the government and not just for 
the people. If it is just for the people, it will not be able to function 
in a country like those in the Arab region. First, it will need to make 
resolutions and to have these resolutions implemented and respected and 
produce a conclusion. If it is for the common people, who will guarantee 
that resolutions are issued and that the resolutions are respected? We 
know that what has afflicted the Arab League most of all was that sometimes 
it could not issue a resolution and that at other times it would adopt a 
resolution but the resolution would then not be implemented by the count- 
ries which did not want to implement it! What would the situation be if 
we produced a league for the common people which wanted to express its 
ideas’ Whose ideas’? Whose views? Not the ideas of governments, but ideas 
which could perhaps be in opposition to governments! Can a league of this 
sort be relied upon for common Arab action? 


Thus | believe that it must be for the people and for the government at 

the same time. Also, and in particular, we must not try to leap to peoples 
over the heads of the governments through this league. I am afraid that 
such a leap might not succeed on many occasions and, if it did, the results 
might perhaps not be ones we would be satisfied with. Naturally, after 
this, there remains the notion of whether or not it will be Arab and 
Islamic at the same time. 


In my belief, it would be best if there were a link between the Arab 
League and the [Islamic League. 


Finally, I would Like us not to talk a great deal about leadership but 
about Egypt's superiority in all areas, and for us to preserve this super- 
iority. Likewise, we should talk about the model. In fact, this notion 
of a model is an obscure one. What do we mean by it? 








What do we mean by the notion of a model? We are presenting a model for 
Arab action and we are happy to hear that thie model will include the 
notion of deepening democracy as well as the notion of development, social 
juecice and go forth, Le te true that these countries are absorbing some. 
thing trom Egypt related to democracy, social justice, and development; 
however, except for these matters, I do not consider that there is a model 
which we can or which it te in our interest to offer to countries which 
differ, or some of which differ, from us, since each of them is a model in 
iceelf. Therefore I do not believe that it is proper for us to insist on 
this idea of the model. 


Egyptian Democracy 


AL-AHRAM: We agree with Dr Khallaf in excusing ourselves from imposing our 
leadership or talking about it, because chat will create complexes among 
certain people. However, what I do disagree with him over is that we must 
concentrate on the Egyptian model. Let us give an example of this: a 
group of writers and literary people is in opposition, whether organized 
into political parties, Communists or independents. They are the greatest 
model of Egyptian democracy and the sovereignty of the law. 





Coping with the Crisis 


Dr ‘A al-Malik ‘Awdah: In my opinion, the current crisis in Arab rela- 
tions the consequence of more than the initiative; the initiative oc- 
currec and created parc of the crisis, but there was a bigger crisis, 
which ceyptian policy, through this paper, is supposed to call for coping 
with. Confronting the crisis means describing it; then we will propose 
tions. The options which have been presented are rubrics from which we 
will choose and whose contents we will change. When I defended the notion 
of lingering and waiting, I had it in mind that the third option would be 
accompanied by a practical executive step, namely the establishment of a 
league of peoples. Therefore, I embraced lingering and waiting, and at 
the same time recommended that to prevent inflexibility or negativism an 
active, effective Egyptian policy should be carried out and negotiation 
should start with those people, provided that Egyptian policy be set forth 
and that it stipulate its conception of Arab relations in their totality, 
including the League of Arab States (will it survive? will it be modified?) 
Egypt must set forth its strategic notion of these relations in full and 
call upon the Arabs to negotiate over it. I am stating this so that Arab 
relations will not be disrupted and so that the crisis embracing the Arab 
world now will not increase, in an attempt to describe it and create a 
relatively optimal solution for escaping from it. 


AL-AHRAM: The program for the discussion revolved around the three op- 
tions. It was clear that two tendencies existed: 


The tirse supported the first option, although it had some observations 
to the effect that it be offensive, not defensive; it considered that there 











was no dividing line between the first and third options, but that the 
third option was a continuation of the initiative, It was clear from the 
structure of the paper that it was based on one thing, namely the estab- 
lishment of a league for Arab and Islamaic peoples. From the course of 
the discussion it was clear that there were new options in addition. 


Patience [Is Required Now 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Wahhab ‘Arhmawi: I consider the three options as one, or as a 
group of introductory acts which will lead to one option. Waiting and 
lingering is a style, not an option. It is waiting. 


Perhaps those who have deviated and created disturbances will quiet down 
and reconsider, Events are proving that there will be a reconsideration, 
even if it ie not imminent; these are the harbingers of a reconsideration. 
I will add specific information: following the initiative, and after the 
Baghdad Conference and the peace treaty, I had the opportunity to visit a 
number of Arab countries. A struggle exists and is most intense, and what 
I am saying is no secret. I met with most of the heads of the Gulf states, 
if not all of them, and what they said was plain: they are completely in 
favor of Egypt's approach, but Egypt must be patient and wait until the 
pressure on us disappears. Thus, in this sense, the style of waiting and 
lingering is a persuasive one and is well known in the whole world. America 
has been waiting for months in the hostage crisis. However, that does not 
prevent action, and here lies the third option, which is to continue the 
initiative and address the peoples. As far as that goes, in my mind a new 
option is being crystallized; that is, how can we turn the Arab League in- 
to a league of peoples in the sense that we can change its course, or 
change its working method or orientation, so that it will be an instrument 
for addressing peoples and not an instrument for addressing governments’ 

In our opinion it is the government which takes a decision, governments do 
not represent their peoples or look after their interests, and these gov- 
ernments have placed Egypt, or have placed a curtain, between Egypt and the 
Arab peoples which we must transcend, because we used to reach these peoples 
through the league. Today we must reach them directly. For that notion 

I will take up what is discussed in Article 284. 


How will the steps to found this league start? Or how will the initial 

steps to convert the existing Arab League into a true league of peoples 

begin? Here [ fully support Dr Subhi ‘Abd-al-Hakim on the issue that it 
is for the Arab peoples and not the Islamic peoples. 


I state that here the founding steps must be preceded by preparatory steps, 
and [ state that the founding steps are a matter which will come at a sub- 
sequent stage, a stage in which lingering and waiting will be useful. I 
propound this notion and I have some general foundations or rules guiding 
me in regard to the transformation process. 





Firet, | eule out the fact that resolutions should be issued by us, 
Rather, | would try to gather people around the notion and around specific 
goale. tf you will permit me, I will eet out some of these goale as ex- 


amples, not ae exclusive items, These are the attainment of a unity of 
thought and action. 


Firet, thle leave requires that convergence be attained, in order that we 
may arrive at unity of thought! Thue I will develop a long stage during 
which | will being these Arab peoples closer together, while admitting 
that there are radical differences in social and economic beliefs, and so 
fort) 


Planning tor Phased Action 


be Fouled Mobi al Din: How can we start the League of Peoples’ Shall we 
bexin with Expypt, a8 — etate and @ people’ Shall we merely begin with a 


secretariat general which will plan in stages’? Will we begin by setting 
Out a charter 


he conetruction process is long and hard. It will require time--it 
could ge on, and there will be a sort of requisite lingering, in an in 
direct (orm, naturally, the league will not be accessible to those who 
stay avey from it, 


Al, AHR Time is passing. Do we need another session’ 


Dr Suh: al Qalamawi: It strikes me that it is possible for us to con- 
clude » th the choice which te now being crystellized, provided that we 
return end (naugurate another symposium on the details at another date! 


jasan Vatie: We must wait until after 26 May. 


Dr S.iaymean el-Tamawi: Many ideas will change after 26 May. If we succeed 
io putt log the Palestinians on the road, they will all reconsider and these 
deas w Ll consequently be beside the point; we will come back again to the 
real Arab League. 1 can give an example. The day the president went to 
jerusalem, [ was on pilgrimage, by invitation of the Saudi government at 

at time. The peince of the pilgrimage surprised me by telling me, "Did 
you know that your president is in Jerusalem?" The fact that the presi- 
cent had gone to Jerusalem created an electric shock which many could not 
eosorbh, or whose significance many could not understand. 


Participating in the Symposium: Dr Fu'ad Muhi-al-Din; Dr Sayyid Nawfal; 
Dr “Abd al-Malik ‘Awdah; Dr Muhammad Subhi ‘Abd-al-Hakim; Dr ‘Abd-al- 
wabhab al-‘Ashmawi; Dr Husayn Khallaf; Dr Suhayr al-Qalamawi; Dr Zakariya 
al-Barri, Dr Maurice Makramallah; Dr Sulayman al-Tamawi; Dr Mustafa al- 
Sa'id; Dr Musayn Mu'nis; Hasan Hafiz. For AL-AHRAM: Zakariya Nil; 
Munammed cayid; Mahmud Murad; Khamis al-Bakri. 











Euypt's Role in Defending the Arab League 


To what extent should Egypt play a role in repelling an aggression against 
any Arab country exposed to foreign aggression’ For exemple, what will it 
do if lean careles out ite threat and commits aggression against bahrain 
or some other country’ Will Egypt continue to be committed to the Joint 
Arab Defense Treaty’ 


AL-AHRAM raleed these questions and the symposium unanimously agreed that 
the Egyptian role of defending the Arabs and committing iteelf to the de- 
fenee treaty would remain. Dr Pu'ad Muhi-al-Din said chat the Iranian 
threat ie unreal and ie the result of Iraq's demand that it return the 
three Arab telandse of greater and Lesser Tumb and Abu Musa. In general, 
we are committed to a mutual defense if any Arab country which has been 
attached so requests. We are genuinely and firmly committed to this and 
we will defend any Arab country againet any foreign aggression which takes 
place againet it. 


Egypt and the Palestinians: What Did ‘Arafat Say’ 


AL-AHRAM raised Egypt's present role and ite current discussions on auton 
omy, and the statements some have been making on who gave Egypt the right 
to talk in the name of the Palestinians. AL-AHRAM stated that although 
such chings are being said, Yasir ‘Arafat expressed distress- in front of 
eyewitnesses- on hearing that Egypt was going to abandon ite role on 
autonomy. ‘Arafat said, ‘These discussions are to be considered the first 
acknowledgment of the Palestinian people, and all we ask of Egypt is that 
it take a hard line with the leraelis.” 


Dr Mustafa al-Sa'id said that it was necessary to continue this, because 
the Palestinian cause is an Arab cause which forms part of Egypt's Arab 
conviction and it is necessary for Egypt to take a hard line in the face 
of Israeli complications. Dr Subhi ‘Abd-al-Hakim said that these talks 
are a choice in favor of Egypt's Arabhood and therefore Egypt must contin- 
ve on account of its commitment to the Palestinian cuase, the focus of the 
Arab cause; if it abandons it, the peace agreement will become a separate 
treaty, and that is out of the question. We must prove that we are most 
firm in our adherence to Arabism and Palestine, and all those present fol- 


lowed one another in affirming that Egypt should continue from this start- 
ing point. 


Dialogue with the Arabs--How and with Whom’ 


During the symposium, the need was repeatedly expressed for continuing the 
dialogue with the Arab countries through numerous channels, among them dip- 
lomatic ones. However--as AL-AHRAM asked--who will the dialogue be with, 


and, if we assume for the sake of argument that it occurs, on what basis 
will it be? 





De Mustafa ai-Sa'id said “Ie ie necessary to study in advance the condi- 
tlone in each Arab country in teolation, in term of ite regime and ite 
way of thinking. le te poseible for us to discern two trends in the Arab 
nation now: a trend led by what te called the Perseverance and Steadfast~ 
nese Front--libya, Algerta, Syria, Democratic Yemen, and the Liberation 
Organization» and another trend led by Saudi Arabia which consists of the 
Gulf counteles and others. Although the two trends reached agreement at 
the baxhdad Conference, numerous contradictions exiet between their member 
atates. During the current etage | coneider that thie ie related to the 
resuite of the autonomy talke and to recognition that Jerusalem is part of 
the Weet Bank, On the other hand, a contradiction exists among Persever- 
ance Front states, between Algeria and Morocco, between Libya and the or. 
ganization, and so on. Here one could start a kind of dialogue, not dip- 
lomatic necessarily, but cultural and economic, as 4a etart, to stop mutual 
media campalgns. This Le possible and significant." 


Dr Fu'ad Muhyt-al- Din sald that serious efforts had already been made at 
the highest levele with @ome Arab governments but they did not succeed. 
Differences arose over the initiative and therefore over what the dialogue 
would revolve around. Sut the initiative is firet of all an initiative, 
and we are not ready to turn back! The fact is that rejection of the 
inittetive proceeds from three premises: 


i. A ‘xiet rejection. This has been clear and specific, since we ex- 
pelled he Soviet experts and Moscow's influence in the region declined. 
In addi ton, the countries following Moscow have taken a stand against us. 


2. A Pelestinian rejection. This comes basically from groups which also 
revoive in the Soviet orbit, such as the groups of George Habash, Nayif 
Hawatioah, Ahmad Jibril and so forth. Although Yasir ‘Arafat is a moder- 
ate, he cannot take a decisive position! 


) electlon for reasons of leadership. For example, the rulers of Saudi 
Arabia were angry because they did not learn of the initiative before it 
ccorred, and, as a result of its pressure some countries followed it; 
nen, for example, Morocco played a part in the discussions, then joined 
rhe rejectiontsts because we took a neutral position in its struggle with 
Aiweria over the Sahara. 


A Unifted Formula Which the Symposium Agreed to 


The symposium which AL-AHRAM held, and whose minutes it published over the 
, reached a specific formula on the future of Arab action and 
Evypt's role in the formula in the light of current Arab-wide and inter- 
national variables. The formula the symposium reached, was the result of 
liscussions which were heated and agitated, which agreed and disagreed, 

yut occurred with extreme bluntness and more extreme objectivity. This 
formula reatitinomed 


pasi & days 








1, That the Arabhood of Egypt te an lesue which will not admit of debate 
or even of reflection. Although Egypt's 1956 constitution stipulated for 
the first time that Egypt te a part of the Arab nation, ite role in Arab 
action preceded that date by hundreds of years. Even though Egypt was not 
the place where the revelation /of Lelam/ occurred, it made a great contri- 
bution in protecting and spreading Ielam, not just through al-Azhar for a 
thousand years and more, but even earlier, when it gathered up, preserved 
and disseminated che /Islamic/ legacy. While Egypt has borne the burden 
of the Arab-leraeli struggle for 30 years and more, it was the country 
which defeated the Mongole hundrede of years ago and liberated the Arab 
countries from them--indeed, expelled them from all history--and bore the 
burden of defending the region thousands of years before that, even before 
Islam, without imperialistic intentions but out of awareness of its role 
and of the fact that the security of the area ie indivisible. 


2. bkeypt has done all this throughout history and has continued to be the 
center for the intellectual, cultural and artistic dissemination of civill- 
zation, Ite role in these and other fields cannot be ignored. it has 
sacrificed and will continue to sacrifice without boasting--indeed, because 
of numerous circumstances, it has been in the position of leadership and 
dominance; that ts its destiny and one must not boast of it or feed provoc- 
ative declarations which are nourished by elements which aim at fragmenting 
Arab power and unity. This spirit, in this sense, must dominate and must 
be reflected in the media. 


1, With respect to the three options set forth in the paper “Egypt and 
the New Arab Situation," concerning what should be done in the fugure, 
name ly: 


Lingering and waiting; 
Proceeding with slogans; 
or addressing the peoples; 


The symposium, with full conviction and realization of the facts of the 
situation, unanimously considers that the second option is to be complete- 
ly rejected, lest we slide into labrinths of bidding contests, bickering 
and irresponsibility, and the whole Arab nation slide into what is against 
ite interests and goals. As a consequence, the first and third options 
must be combined by merging them and modifying the formulation in a manner 
which will express strategic fundamentals which are based on: 


Waiting and lingering until the present tumult quiets down and some people 
regain command of their senses. This is not negativiem--rather, in a 
positive sense, it represents an active Egyptian policy moving in all 
spheres. 





During thie period, Egypt will concentrate on domestic affaires, so that 
it may become a model country by deepening democracy, freedoms, social 
juetice and ite incrineic strength. 


[It te necessary to develop bridges with our brother Arab states, either by 
popular contacts, through trade unions, authorities and various groupings, 
to explain our positions, or by the presentation of national Arab and unity 
filme in our press articles by Egyptian intellectuals, cultural figures, 
and journalists in Arab countries, 


Egypt will oepn its mind and heart to every Arab dialogue and is prepared 
for diplomatic contacts with any country which corrects its course. 


During thie pertod, it will be possible to start studying an Islamic 
league. Some people consider that all the Arab countries are one nation 
with one nationality, one ideology and one set of interests within a spe- 
clfle geographical setting while the Islamic world is far-flung over vari- 
ous areas and its strategy or interests are not uniform, might be contra- 
dictory and will only mobilize to confront an important event which is re- 
lated only to Islam and sacred places, This League of Arab Peoples must 
be preceded by a broad, detailed study which takes numerous criteria into 
account. lt must not for example be for Arab exiles so much as an expres- 
sion o the whole Arab people. The symposium agreed that a study of this 
iesue ost wait uncil after the coming 26 May and the results it produces, 
especialy regarding autonomy and the issues resulting from that. 


«, In any event, Egypt must continue to fulfil its Arab commitments and 
be present on all stages of activity. 
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GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN DISCUSSES NEW CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 26 Apr 80 p 6 


/Article by Mustafa al-Damarani: "“Maneur Hasan Declares; Cultural 
Democracy Has Become a True Fact And This Is Ite Course"/ 


/Text/ In @ special interview, Mansur Hasan, minister of state for the 
presidency and supervisor of culture and information, declared that he is 
now busily engaged in setting forth the new strategic bases for our culture, 
in which, following President Muhammad Anwar al-Sadat's decree organizing 
the cultural sectors, for the first time cultural figures will bear the 
responsibility for culture in our country. 


The minister said, “Through this new organization, we may have realized 

all cultural figures’ hope of assuming responsibility for themselves by 
themselves in the area of culture, cultural planning and implementation 

of the cultural plane they want. Therefore the launching of a cultural 
renaissance in Egypt will be the responsibility of cultural figures alone, 
and it is they who will bear the responsibility for this renaissance before 
the people.” 


The minister said, ‘The Supreme Cultural Council, which has taken the place 
of the Minister of Culture in the new organization, will hold its first 
meeting next 15 May; this will be preceded by the preparation of the exec 
utive resolutions needed to form the agencies belonging to the Supreme 
Council, establish new companies and receive nominations for membership in 
such specialized committees as the committees on film, the theater, writ- 
ers and so on. In its first session, the council will review the nomina- 
tions presented to it alongside the resolutions required for the process 

of organizing the secretariat general and the executive agencies." 


The minister declared that the members of the committees which would be 
included in the council would be cultural figures. He said, “I am taking 
this opportunity to direct an invitation to all Egypt's writers, literary 
figures and artists to join us in nominating all persons they consider 
capable of bearing responsibility for cultural activity in the coming 
stage. My office will receive these nominations from s cultural 





and arctiatic bodies, trade untons, societies and federations from today, 
Saturday, until next 5 May; the nomination should state the committee in 
which the nominee te to be enrolled and in which he can offer efforte which 
will add something new to the cultural process." 


Continuity between the Generations, and Youth and Intellectuals 


On the new philosophy behind the organization, the minister said, “Our 
philosophy te essentially embodied in cultural democracy, which, in my 
view, means that young people will account for a proportion of the organi- 
zation of the council committees which could be as high as 30 percent. 
Since we have had the goal of not transferring cultural figures to retire- 
ment, in the new organization, the presence of young people alongside 
Egypt's cultural experts and leaders will create what is called a contin- 
uity among generations, and it will create a sort of balance between the 
ideas of cultural leaders and young intellectuals and their new schools. 
In addition, it will create a continuous dialogue between the two genera- 
tions, which will ultimately lead to beneficial things for cultural activ- 
ity iteelf, bringing culture back to its golden age, to the time of Taha 
Hugayn, al-'Aqqad, al-Mazini, al-Rafi'i and others who have influenced our 
cultural life and whose fruits we continue to gather to this day." 


No Favoritism in Selecting Supreme Cultural Council Members 


On the criteria which must be observed in selecting members for the com- 
mittee to be included in the Supreme Cultural Council, Mansur Hasan said, 
‘We have finished setting out general criteria and objective conditions 
which people granted responsibility for cultural action must possess. 
Among the most important of these is that the member possess a high degree 
of cuitural and moral excellence, qualifying them for selection, in order 
that they be qualified to bear cultural responsibility and so that we may 
thereby guerantee that every cultural position be occupied by people who 
are truly worthy of it.” 


They Are Not Government Committees in the Traditional Sense 


teyarding the nature of the new council committees and whether they would 
be iike any of the government committees we see today, the minister said, 
‘The Supreme Cultural Council Committees will be based on a new concept 
which differs completely from that of government committees; in fact, they 
will be committees of an independent nature, remote from governmental bur- 
eacuracy; they will have their own philosophies, which will be consonant 
with the nature of the new system. They will be far removed from the 
cliquish atmosphere cultural agencies have often suffered from, which have 
obstructed their smooth operation. More important than that, the areas of 
competence of these committees will not be limited to studying, planning 
or setting out recommendations; they will go beyond that, to the super- 
vision of executive processes themselves. To bring this about, every com- 
mittee will itself be the one to act in regard to the budget related to 








the sector in which it functions, In view of these committees’ vital role 
in taking charge of responsibility for the cultural renaissance in Egypt, 
we will try to attract personnel who are really able to contribute to the 
forging of a cultural renaissance which will be a ploneering one in this 
region," 


A General Cultural Conference To Evaluate the Committees’ Actions 


On the steps to follow the meeting of the Supreme Cultural Council, Mansur 
Hasan said, “After the council meets and forms its committees, I will meet 
with all members of the committees to explain to them their role in the 
new organization. Thie will be manifested in their bearing responsibility 
for collective cultural leadership on behalf of the renaissance we are ar- 
ranging. I will ask every committee to start studying the sector it will 
be specializing in immediately eo that it will ultimately provide use with 
an action paper in which the situation in this sector today ie most clear- 
ly described, from all aspects, what it must be, and the steps the com- 
mittee will take to bring this situation to the goal which it desires to 
attain. After the committees finish setting out their conceptions and 
start their work, we will come to next 1 October, when we will hold a gen- 
eral conference to be attended by the broad cultural base. In the course 
of this conference, the activities of the committees, along with the ac- 
complishments they have made during the year and each committee's plan for 
the coming year, will be reviewed through a true, objective evaluation of 
cultural activity. The conceptions these committees set out will be the 
working papers in this great conference, in the sense that the leaders re- 
sponsible for cultural activity will present their notions to the broad 
base of cultural figures, to seek their opinions and approval on these 
notions before putting them into practice. 


Next 8 October Will Be Cultural Achievements Day 


"By this arrangement, & October, in which President al-Sadat will witness 
the concluding session of the conference in the morning, will be Arts and 
Culture Day, the holiday for celebrating the cultural achievements the 
council made during the year and the day on which it announces its plan 
for the coming year as approved by cultural figures. That will be pro- 
claimed in the presence of President al-Sadat; on that day the names of 
the nominees for Arts and Culture Day prizes will be announced and the 
president will honor them on that day. Thus the nominations for prizes on 
that day will be not through a government committee or individually but 
through the base of cultural figures in Egypt." 


Private Sector Support for Fine Artistic Production 
As regards the establishment of new movie companies, the minister said 


that the new organization would provide for a movie production committee 
which would be able to recommend a selection of stories of a high level 





worthy of Egypt's name to private sector producers for production, Among 
the duties of the committee would be stipulating that these narrative 
stories be subsidized and that aid be provided to the private sector to 
produce filme of thie sort, 


Transformation of the People's House to che House of Children's Culture 


The new organization will be devoting special attention to children's 
culture by eubsidizing and publishing children's books and by solving the 
the problem of printing as a basis for disseminating culture, Therefore, 
the counctl will try to realize a broader policy in the publishing field 

in general, in order to provide everything of benefit in the movement of 
literature, thought and art. To achieve this, every publishing house in 
Exgypt will be represented in the agencies of the Supreme Cultural Council, 
so that they may bear their responsibilities and help set forth a new pub- 
lishing polley for providing books in luxury printing and books in ordinary 
printing accessible to people from various classes of the public who are 
interested in culture. To emphasize the council's interest in children, it 
hae been decided that the People's House will be transformed into a publish- 
ing house spectalizing in children's culture, and that in addition a 
chlidren's cultural center will be among the agencies of the Supreme Cult- 
ural Council. 


Cuidin» che Role of Art Collection Supervision 


‘The now organtzation has not neglected the matter of supervising art col- 
lections and the important role cast upon its shoulders," Mansur Hasan 
said, ‘According to this organization, supervision will be a part of the 
secretariat general of the organization, subject to the regulations and 
polley the council sets out. Thus the role the office of supervision of 
collections will be guided in accordance with this organization in order 
‘o promote the movement of soctety in the context of preserving its genu- 
ine values and traditions. 


We Have Taken No Decision without Referring to the Council 


To emphasize the responsibility of intellectuals in bearing cultural re- 
sponsibility, L will set out new customary procedures concerning the reso- 
lutions [ will have the power to adopt. The sense of these procedures will 
be that L will adopt no decisions on cultural matters, even if I have the 
euthority to do so, without the participation of the Supreme Cultural 
Council or one of the committees in whose area of specialization the de- 
cision lies.” Thus Mansur Hasan asserted that the new cultural organiza- 
tion will be a model of what practice should be in other sectors of the 
soc‘ety. 











Unesco Requests the New Organization Formulation 


The minieter's office received a memorandum from the Unesco organization 
requesting a copy of the formulation the president has approved bearing on 
organization of the cultural sectors, in order to discuss ways for member 
countries which wish to establish a new cultural renatisance in which in- 
tellectuals themselves will assume responsibility for vulture in their 
countries may use and apply this formulation. 


The Supreme Council- and the National Council 


The discussion shifted to the National Cultural Council and whether its 
mission would conflict with the new Supreme Council. The minister said, 
"The objective of the National Cultural Council, as with all specialized 
national councils, ie to investigate and study our culture and to plan for 
the future--that is, over dimensions of time which go beyond the situation 
we are measuring, that is, a further exploration of the horizons of culture 
up to 2000, Our new cultural council will set out an annual strategy for 
culture and will work to carry it out. In general, the two councils will 
complement each other. One of the most important characteristics of the 
Supreme Cultural Council is that it has placed the planning for cultural 
projects and implementation of these projects in the hands of the intel- 
lectuals themselves." 


20 Million Pounds Will Be Transferred to the Council 


With regard to the budget with which the Supreme Cultural Council will op- 
erate, the minister said, "The ministry's budget, in this year's govern- 
ment budget, which comes to 20 million pounds, will be the budget of the 
Supreme Cultural Council itself. This budget will be transferred in its 
entirety to the Supreme Council following the president's decree on cul- 
tural organizations, and the Supreme Council will be considered in charge 
of culture in Egype.” 


The Requisite Workforce in the Cultural Agencies 


The discussion moved over to the current situation of employees in the 
ministry's agencies and to the talk which has been circulating on the new 
companies to be established and the new method of operation which the 
council will follow. The minister said, “Naturally, the new executive 
agencies and the companies which will be established and will be under the 
council will absorb a large number of existing employees, in order to ben- 
efit from their expertise. However, in accordance with the new system and 
the new method, in terms of workforce, the volume of the new executive 
agencies will be only what is required, and only as great as the volume of 
actual requirements for employees in these agencies. Thus if there are 
some employees surplus to the needs of an agency, we will deal with them 
in such a way that they will be used in other places in keeping with their 
specializations. The rule we will follow in promulgating any organization 





will be the public interest, In the first place, the interests of the job 
will require that che work be successful and humane at the same time--it 
must not be at the expense of any employees. In general, the government 
which le responsible for the job ie aleo responsible for the citizen." 


Artiaectic Centers and Branches 


The conversation touched on the branches of the Supreme Cultural Council 
according to the new organization. Mansur Hasan said that this will in- 
clude four important branches. Each branch will contain a number of com- 
miccees, as follows: 


The Cultural Branch: This will include Committees on Antiquities, Cultural 
Heritage, Children, Cultural Exchange, Mass Culture, Publication, Cultural 
Societies, Radio, Television, the Presse and Administrative Development. 


The Acts branch: This will include Committees on Plastic Arts, Theater, 
Movies, Music, Folklore and Architecture. 


The Literature Branch: This will include Committees on Literary Studies, 
the Short Story, Poetry and Translation. 


The Social Sciences Branch: This will include Committees on History, 
Geography, Education, Psychology, Philosophy, Society, the Law, Political 
Setlence, Economics and Islamic Jurisprudence. 


The new council will itnclude four art centers: 


The National Motion Picture Center: under this will be documentary films, 
experimental films, film culture, film archives, prizes and festivals. 


fhe National Theater Center: under this will be dramatic arts, museums, 
the theater Library and archives, projects and research. 


The Natlonal Plastic Arts Center: under this will be fine arts, museums 
and art centers. 





ihe National Children's Culture Center: under this will be research, 
studies, artistic experiments and children's clubs. 


Art Houses 


The stase: under this will be the Nacional Theater, the modern theater, 
comedy, the avant garde and puppet shows. 











Music; under this will be the Arab Music Group, the Cairo Symphony Orches- 
tra and the Egyptian Opera Troupe. 


Folklore; this will consist of the National Folklore Troupe, the Reda 
Troupe, the National Circus and the musica! stage. 
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KURDS LEARN TO STOP TEHRAN'S TANKS 
Rome L'ESPRESSO in Italian 25 May 80 pp 71-76 
[Article by Giancesare Flesca: "To Shoot a Kurd Is Not a Sin"] 


(Text| Mahabad. Up to now, this is the darkest page written by the 

islamic Republic. It is a page that reflects, like a deforming mirror, 
today's anguish, paranoia, violence and weakness, which could tomorrow also 
open an even more disquieting chapter. The 6 million Kurds living in Iranian 
territory are in danger. At best they will continue to suffer brutal repres- 
sion. At worst, they will face mass extermination. It would not be the 
first, nor the last, in the history of this people without a homeland, without 
forcune and without hope. 


Harsh repression has already begun. For 2 weeks, the cities of southern 
Kordestan have witnessed extremely violent clashes. On one hand are the 
Iranian army and the "Pasdaran," the revolutionary guards loyal to the regime. 
On the other, the "Peshmargan," the Kurdish resistance fighters. In the 
middle, the civilian population, South of the city from which I am writing, 
which is the political capital of the region, within the radius of just 

a .ew kilometers, there are hundreds of dead, thousands of wounded and 110,000 
reiugees. People abandon inhabited centers, where street fighting takes 
place, where heavy artillery shells or aviation bombs fall, in order to take 
refuge in the countryside. There is no supply of food or medicine. The 
central government has set up an economic blockade. The roads leading to 
Kordestan have been blocked by the army. In some cities, there is mention 

of cholera. 


| arrive in Mahabad on a sunny afternoon, The plane that took off from 
Tehran landed at Ourmieh, a large village in the extreme western party of 
the country, inhabited half by Kurds and half by Turks. This is the home 
base for the Iranian Army's 64th Armored Division, and this latest war 
began just a few kilometers from here. Parallel to the national highway is 
an unpaved road that winds through mountains and valleys, skirting the Iraqi 
and Turkish borders, then leading to Maku and the Soviet border. Those in 
power in Tehran are convinced that the Russians have not aided the Kurdish 
rebellion for quite some time. Despite this, 3 weeks ago notice to close 





thit rou was tssued in order to halt possible shipments of arms or funds, 
Or wore slmply, it was done in order to isolate the insurrectional [flame 
irom that other border dilemma, the one in Azerbaijan, populated by Turks 
botthtial to the disetdent Ayatollah Sharilat Madart, 


the commanders of the 64th Division initially assigned the task to a Kurdish 
tribe considered particularly mercenary, that of the "traitor" Rashid 
Jjahbroguirl, whose name means “he who conquers the world." But Rashid 
wisn't even able to capture the road, Neither he nor the thousand rifles 

in mint condition issued to his men were able to stop the others, the 
‘oshmarysan, who are fighting for regional autonomy. In a matter of hours, 
thousands converged trom both the north and the south forcing the warlord 

io beat a hasty retreat back to his holdings. Only then did the army 


intervene, 


“They sent the air toree and tanks," explained the head of the Kurdish 
Jomocratic Party, Abdel Rahman Qasemlu, "in an exceptional deployment 

of forces, They wanted that valley at all costs, perhaps because that is 
where | was born, and it has my family's same name, Qasemlu. The men were 
very alroid of the tanks. The Phanthom jets do not scare them. In these 
mountains all they can do is burn trees. But they didn't know how to stop 


tanks. We are accustomed to fighting with rifles or machineguns. The old 
vyvookas ore useless against the chieftain's armor. Then they learned how 
ro put blood prenades in clusters and use them as mines, Finally, we uncovered 
im army weapons storage depot with many RPG-7s. These are the most modern 


mtitank weapons. They are of Soviet manufacture. After a few days we 
ced them to tall back, leaving behind seven tanks. But most important, 
people have learned not to fear tanks." 


‘tt all seems tike a tale out of André Malraux's "La Condition Humaine." 
© Jirst person | interviewed is a figure that could have participated in 
'irst insurrection of Shanghai, while conspiring with the Kuomindang and 


Communist International simultaneously. From time to time, when it 
ves their purpose, those in Tehran accuse him of being an American agent 
a have prool that he is receiving funds from the United States.") Or 


("He was a member of the World Federation for Democratic Youth 
ived in Vrague for 15 years") or even a Zionist ("His wife is a Czech 
isn't that enoueh?"). Perhaps Qasemlu is all of the above or could 

ome it, in this part of the world which has always been a hunting ground 
secret services ot the great powers. Perhaps he, like the rest of the 
lish population, has never been too subtle, always fleeing to avoid 
cide and possibly accepted aid from wherever it came. Perhaps it is 
luo true that behind the last war one might spy the hidden hand of the 
ith jrom Iraq, even though he said that among his compatriots on Iranian 
‘| there is only one tribe which is faithful to Baghdad, that of Sheik 


man, near Paveh, 


wever, all of this does not mean much, It dosen't stop Qasemlu, a refined 
cootieman in his 50's who defines himself as "Eurocommunists," from being 

cere when he says that he wants peace with Tehran. for generation upon 

eration, the Kurds’ dream in this area (between Iran, Iraq, Syria, Turkey, 














nd the USSK) has been to reeonquer a tatherland lost 1,000 years ago, Now 
their outlook te more reallatic: it would suffice for them to administer 
thomectves with an autenomy model based on European examples, Following 

the tall ool the shah, to whieh the Kurds contributed in a significant manner, 
josemlu belleved that he eould obtain autonomy from the new regime, That 
sroved to be an illusion, The various "revolutionary" governments have for 
wonthe negotiated or feiyned to negotiate, Then last August they attempted 
io resolve the problem by launching an unfortunate military expedition, 
‘itully, neither winning ner losing, they returned to the negotiating table, 


jin time, however, Oasemlu was not the only respentative. tn addition to 
hin ond bis Peshmarpan, other Rroups came to the fore which were much more 
intronstipent, protected by the singular religious figure of Sheik Ezzedin 
loseyni. With a long flowing beard, his thin hands perennially fingering 
iis worry beads, this Sunnite priest certainly does possess 4 singular charis- 
tic (ttraction, Whoever speaks to him generally praises his docility and 
| olso surprised at the contrast between his aspect and the extremist 
horocity of the younys men under his Leadership, the so-called Komala. 
llooeynt told me candidly that “with Tehran there is no possibility of 
otiotion,” that the "Iranian Government ig, to put it simply, fascist” 
that the only solution left is “armed struggle.” Behind his gentle 
nce one intermittently sees bolts of rape. 


'| this war, diltering trom others, claims more victims among the civilian 
population, it is due in large part to him, Three weeks ago, while Oasemlu 
{tempting to negotiate with Tehran, having just scored his victory over 
Hoth Division, the Komala went on the offensive in urban centers, where 
they have more of ollowing. Reversing the Maoist theory they claim to 
jlow, they wanted to throw out “the occupier” from the cities, At the 
imning they tought only with the "people's feddayn,” a highly politicized, 
hor telt proup that is present throughout Iran and has even sent teams into 


rdestoun. Later, Oasemlu's Peshmargan also joined the fight, to at least 
wart yuerilla warfare “image.” Thus the combatants spread like water 
yo pond, irst Saqqez, then Buchan, and finally Sanandaj, Kordestan's 
tf populous city, with 400,000 inhabitants, 


then the repression has threatened to turn into a massacre. rhe army 


a ordered to react with extreme harshness bex a4use, among others, those 
) ' _ e Iragi border. rom the positions on the hill: 
that surround the inhabited cenv.ers, 9O-mm and 105-mm shells fall on the 

treet». Mortars never stop tiring. The 52 helicopters available to the 

croment oon this tront are used to transport the wounded and medical 

plies, but on occasion they have indiscriminately opened fire on civilians, 

elit italians how their Agusta helicopters are used and ask them to 

t shipments of spare parts” we were told wherever we went, ) 


t seems that the air force's fighters did not bomb cities: 


this j bane vanese ny of the piliots would have rebelled. in Isfahan, 
» heres , them were ut before a firing squad, They are not the only officers 
lissent “A group of 165 deserting officers came to our headquarters 
' ii, ve them each the equivalent of 20 thousand lire so they 


et back home." iid Oasemlu. 











ut the bead oot the strongest Kurdlah party is net happy with the desertionns, 
with the (00 prlnoners or with the ephemeral victories his men won when 

they went to the ald ef the Komala to fight in the atreets, We said: “I 
live repeated to tHoseyal that we will net remain in the cities forever, My 
cuorillos will provde cover for his men as long as they can, but then they 
will wo beck to the mountains, to their natural surroundings." 


it in bere, to the quiet and eaplendor of a mountain that harbors his secret 

lnodquarters, Chat Oasemlu speaks at Length about his disappointments, He 

thousht o dialogue with Bani Sadr possible, but he found out that the “lay” 

president does net tatend to recognize his people's autonomy, Even more, 

iw intends to settle the Kurdish matter once and for all, He talks about 

1t with bie staff headquarters generale at least three times a week, “Bani 

sodr does pot know" said Qasemlu “what we know: only 30 percent of the army 

i, Joithtul to him. The rest is ready to overthrow him at a moment's notice, 

An we see it, and we have reliable sources of information throughout the 

whole coontry, the other 70 pereent is broken down in the following manner; 

i) porcont is teftiat, 20 pereent adheres to nationalistic positions and 

ite other GO pereent is available for any kind of reactionary adventure.” 

\t this polot Oosemtu reveals a disquieting bit of information, “Last 

Novewhor” be sold, “several generals came to me and briefed me on a detailed 

sions the otyhtime boming of Gom, where Khomeyni was at that time and a 
oulton ous attack on the seats of power in Tehran. 1 asked the generals 

whit the. would offer us in exchange for our neutrality. They said autonomy, 

written cod puaranteed through the good offices of president Sadat of Egypt. 

Noturcll | refused, and | refused again when they returned a few days 

before the Amertean blitz of Tabas. 


While rotournios from the rebel headquarters going toward Mahabad, the Land 
vor stopped several times. Gas was poured into the tank from reserve 
os without wasting one drop, “We even cut their gas supply so they won't 


ble to @ove around so easily" said Bani Sadr's assistants in Tehran. 
think back to theirc words: "The Democratic Party is to be defeated; 
horde will enjoy a relative autonomy only after they lay down their arms; 
weomloa till dreams of becoming the president of a real Kurdish republic, 
he the one that was set up and immediately fell after World War 11." 
t ine ley, beyond the mountains we are crossing, lies the Iranian Army, 
wich ts skins for weapons, personnel and prestige in order to defeat the 
my vearpon. Which one of the two armies that now face one another will 
the ftatel blow te Abol Hassan Bani Sadr's power? 
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